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WESTMINSTER CITY COUNCIL PRESS RELEASE 

 
 

AMAZON DISGRACE 
 

 
A trader caught selling fake designer handbags, wallets and watches have been 
prosecuted by Westminster City Council. 
 
The court heard that Harvey Jessamine was caught by Westminster’s trading 
standards officers with more than 1,500 fake bags, belts, wallets and watches at his 
concession inside a shop called Amazon in Oxford Street. 
 
The haul, which would have been worth thousands of pounds if real, was seized 
along with more than £2,000 Jessamine had on him in cash. 
 
Jessamine, 35, of Tollerton Lane, Nottingham, pleaded guilty to 28 offences under 
the Trade Marks 1994 Act at City of Westminster Magistrates Court on 5th March 
2009. 
 
Before passing sentence the court heard that Harvey Jessamine had a previous 
conviction for selling counterfeit goods in 2002 in Nottingham.    
 
On 5 March 2009, he was sentenced to 150 hours community punishment and 
ordered to pay £4,000 in costs. The cash seized - £2,100 - was also forfeited as 
proceeds of his crime.  
 
The district judge, who sentenced Jessamine said his offences were “very serious” 
and that if he failed to complete his community punishment order, he could be sent to 
jail. 
 
Head of Trading Standards, Sue Jones said, “This trader not only supplied fake 
goods to consumers but also to other traders in Central London. He didn’t care that 
he would be making a profit from selling fake and often wholly sub-standard goods to 
unsuspecting tourists”.  
 
“We want to support genuine traders in Westminster, especially during this economic 
downturn.  The work of the Trading Standards team will ensure that this continues to 
happen”. 
 

Ends 
 
Notes to editors:  
For more information, contact Giles Speid at Westminster City Council on 020 7641 
2698. 
 
Westminster City Council’s Trading Standards service holds a prestigious national 
award from the Anti-Counterfeiting Group (ACG) for its actions against rogue traders 
selling designer fake goods in London. 
  
Shoppers and residents who believe trademarks are being infringed or who see 
goods being sold which they think are fake are encouraged to report businesses to 
Trading Standards on 020 7641 1111 or by emailing 
 tradingstandards@westminster.gov.uk 


