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Press Release 

Pay up or its porridge for Mr Chew 

 

A confiscation order for £269,815 was secured against  a dodgy trader, Swee Teong Chew 

(aged 43) of Wylde Place, Palmers Green, London at Blackfriars Crown Court (24 March 

2011).  

HHJ Marron made the order in Mr Chew’s absence under the Proceeds of Crime Act 2002 

which he has to pay in full, within six months.  

Mr Chew was originally sentenced on 28 May 2010 to three year’s imprisonment for conspiring 

to commit trade mark offences in relation to proceedings that Brent & Harrow Trading 

Standards working with Islington Trading Standards, had put before the court. 

Mr Chew went ‘on the run’ prior to his sentencing, skipping his bail and is currently wanted. If 

any person knows the whereabouts of Mr Swee Teong Chew (pictured below) they should 

contact the Brent & Harrow Trading Standards Service on 020 8937 5522 or Crimestoppers on 

0800 555 111. Chew has a number of aliases including Richard Yang and Robert Chew.  

Following the convictions, confiscation proceedings were started in order to recover the money 

that Mr Chew had made from his criminal conduct. A Financial Investigator from the Brent & 

Harrow Trading Standards Service used the Proceeds of Crime Act 2002 to expose Mr Chew’s 

finances.  

Mr Chew’s enterprise sold counterfeit clothing and fashion accessories at retail and wholesale 

levels storing his goods within self storage sites across London. When officers from Brent & 

Harrow Trading Standards searched Mr Chew’s retail shop at Oriental City, Edgware Road, 

Colindale, London, they found large quantities of fake goods and other evidence to support the 
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illegal operation.  Islington Trading Standards also seized vast quantities of counterfeit goods 

which they found in self storage units, following a tip off.  

Mr Chew will now have to pay the confiscation order in full or face serving the default prison 

sentence, which was set at three years. Even if he serves a default prison sentence for not 

paying the order, he will still owe the authorities the full amount and after the order is due, 

interest is added to any outstanding balance.  

This is not the only success that Brent & Harrow Trading Standards has had using the 

Proceeds of Crime Act 2002. Ten other confiscation orders have been secured in the past 

totalling £1,023,113.00. These orders have been made against individuals who have been 

convicted for selling counterfeit goods and clocked cars.  

Speaking after the case, Bill Bilon, Director of Brent & Harrow Trading Standards Service said 

“This case demonstrated a large scale counterfeiting operation which has now been stopped. 

Although Mr Chew has gone on the run, there is a warrant for his arrest. He will at some stage, 

have to face the consequences of his actions by not only having to serve his prison sentence 

but also repaying his ill-gotten gains.  This should act as a strong deterrent for those who trade 

illegally.” 

ENDS 

 

Note for Editors – 

1. The picture above is of Mr Swee Teong Chew and anyone with information as to his 

whereabouts should contact Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 or Trading Standards on 020 

8937 5522.  
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2. The Proceeds of Crime Act 2002 came into force on 24th March 2003 and allows for the 

removal of assets that have been acquired as a result of crime. 

3. Counterfeiting is listed within Schedule 2 of the Proceeds of Crime Act 2002 as a ‘criminal 

lifestyle’ offence. If a person is convicted of committing a Trade Marks Act offence, then they 

are deemed to have a criminal lifestyle, which means that investigators can go back over a six 

year period to calculate a benefit figure and the court can be invited to make certain 

assumptions about a defendant’s income, expenditure and assets.  

4. For further information on this press release please contact Simon Legg on 020 8937 5522 

 



 

  

28th May 2010 

 

Counterfeiter on the run having bitten off more than they can ‘Chew’ 
 
A large scale counterfeiter who traded in fake designer clothing, handbags 

and fashion accessories, operating a retail outlet at Oriental City on the 

Edgware Road in North West London and various storage units has today 

been sentenced to three years in prison at Blackfriars Crown Court in respect 

of cases brought by Brent and Harrow Trading Standards Service, along with 

Islington Trading Standards Service.  

 

The Court heard that officers from Brent and Harrow Trading Standards had 

made undercover test purchases of a fake handbag and scarves from Chew’s 

shop at Oriental City in the run up to the unit being raided. Counterfeit goods 

including jeans, hats, scarves, tops, sunglasses, bags, jewellery and purses 

bearing various designer trade marks such as Prada, Christian Dior, Nike, 

Diesel, Stone Island, Levis, Dolce and Gabbana, Armani, Chanel, Juicy 

Couture, Gucci, Louis Vuitton, Rock and Republic and Playboy were seized 

from the premises.  

i 

Swee Teong Chew, 51, of Wylde Place, Palmers Green, London, had pleaded 

guilty at Harrow Crown Court to 10 offences under the Trade Marks Act 1994 

last July 2009 for supplying counterfeit goods, which, had they been genuine, 

would have been valued in the region of £60,000. His sentencing was 

adjourned pending the outcome of a second case prosecuted by the London 

Borough of Islington which had just commenced at Blackfriars Crown Court.  

 

The London Borough of Islington had seized counterfeit clothing, which had it 

been genuine, was estimated to be worth £531,000. Chew was found guilty by 

the jury after a lengthy trial. He was granted bail by the Judge to allow him to 
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see his children prior to being sentenced for the Brent and Islington Council’s 

cases. 

 

However, despite strict bail conditions, Swee Teong Chew failed to appear at 

Blackfriars Crown Court leaving HHJ Maron QC to sentence in the 

defendant’s absence. Swee Teong Chew received a three year custodial 

sentence for conspiring to commit trade mark offences, with separate 18 and 

15 month custodial sentences to run concurrently imposed for the other 

Islington and Brent offences respectively. 

 

HHJ Marron QC stated prior to issuing his sentence “This defendant was at 

the top of a sophisticated structure. I know of at least one occasion where he 

visited China to source his goods. Successive raids on his premises by 

Trading Standards failed to deter him in any way. It is difficult to be precise of 

Mr Chew’s level of trading but it is safe to say that it was substantial”. 

 

A warrant has now been issued for Swee Teong Chew’s arrest and the 

authorities will now start their investigations to find him.  There will also be a  

joint ongoing investigation under the Proceeds of Crime Act 2002 by both 

authorities to identify, restrain and seize any assets which are suspected have 

resulted from Chew’s criminal activity. 

 

Bill Bilon, Head of Brent and Harrow Trading Standards Service said of the 

verdict: “Mr Chew was involved in counterfeiting at all levels of the supply 

chain, retailing, wholesaling and importing and today’s sentence reflects the 

scale of his operation. This verdict is the result of a lengthy and complex 

investigation which I am pleased to see brought to a successful conclusion. I 

hope that convictions such as this remind those who might be tempted to 

indulge in such activity that, if caught, they will not only have their goods 

seized and any money that they have made from the sale of fakes will be 



confiscated, but they will also receive a criminal record and  severe 

punishment from the Court”. 

 

**End** 

 

Notes for Editors – 

 

1) Under the Trade Marks Act 1994, it is an offence to possess for sale or 

sell any goods bearing marks which have not been authorised by the 

trade mark owner. The maximum penalty which can be imposed by the 

Magistrates Court is a fine of £5,000 per offence and / or up to 6 

months imprisonment. In the Crown Court the maximum penalty for an 

offence under the Trade Marks Act 1994 is an unlimited fine and / or up 

to ten years imprisonment. 

 

2) Photographs of the seizure at Oriental City by Brent and Harrow 

Trading Standards are attached below and can be provided as JPEGs 

along with a photograph of Swee Teong Chew. 

 

3) For further information on this press release, please contact Simon 

Legg on 020 8937 5522. 

 

     
 


