
 

  

8/4/14 

 

Press Release 

 

Wembley Market trader receives community order 

On the 8th April 2014, at Willesden Magistrates, a Wembley Market trader was 
sentenced to a community order, to be fulfilled over 12 months, of 100 hours 
of unpaid work.  

The defendant, Mr Ahmad Araam (aged 24) of Brierley Road, Wanstead, E11 
was further ordered to make a contribution of £1210 to prosecution costs and 
pay a victim surcharge of £60. 

Mr Araam pleaded guilty to 10 offences under the Trade Marks Act 1994 for 
the supply and possession of counterfeit handbags, purses and belts from a 
stall at Wembley Market on 28th April 2013. He also admitted to applying false 
trade marks.  

The haul of fake goods included over 200 D&G, Mulberry, Louis Vuitton, 
Hermes and Pauls Boutique belts, purses and handbags. Had the designer 
garments been genuine, they would have been worth in excess of £100,000. 
Also found on the stall were nearly 900 metal badge and plates along with a 
tool for piercing leather. These badges were to be manually riveted onto plain 
unbranded handbags and purses, thus giving the appearance of luxury 
designer goods and sold at vastly inflated prices.  

The Magistrates heard that Brent & Harrow Trading Standards conducted a 
joint operation with the police and private investigators from Pauls Boutique. 
The private investigators had carried out a test purchase of a Pauls Boutique 
handbag the week before the seizure, on the 21st April 2013.   

The following week, Trading Standards Officers and the Police carried out a 
seizure from the same stall where Mr Araam was arrested. Mr Araam was 
later interviewed at Wembley Police Station during which he stated that he 
had been working on the market for a gentleman called ‘Gulan’ whom he met 
and picked stock up from a self storage unit in Walthamstow, and then sold it 
at Wembley Market. However, when asked by officers to describe ‘Gulan’ Mr 
Araam did not furnish them with any details. He was also unable to furnish 
officers with a traceable address for the storage unit.  

At the hearing, the magistrates ordered a pre sentence report from the 
probation officer, who commented that she was not prepared to accept that 
Mr Araam did not know what he was doing, was illegal. In mitigation however, 
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she commented that Mr Araam was genuinely remorseful, he was a qualified 
civil engineer who had failed to gain employment in his field, and that his wife 
was expecting a baby imminently.  

The Magistrates commented that they had taken into consideration Mr 
Araams early guilty plea and his financial circumstances when passing 
sentence. However the magistrates commented that the seriousness of the 
offence was reflected in the sentence imposed. As such, a community order 
was proportionate in that it would make sure Mr Araam make a contribution 
back to the community.   

Speaking after the case, Simon Legg, Senior Regulatory Service Manager 
said: 

"Yet again, this is an example of another trader at Wembley Market selling 
fake goods. This case illustrates that should any person be found to be in 
charge of a stall with counterfeit goods on, then they must appreciate that 
there are consequences to their actions. The sentence imposed by the court 
in this case is a reflection of how seriously the court takes such matters. 
Hopefully it will be a lesson to others who are contemplating doing the same". 
 

 

**End** 

Notes for Editors – 

 

1) Under the Trade Marks Act 1994, it is an offence to possess for sale or 

sell any goods bearing marks which have not been authorised by the 

trade mark owner. The maximum penalty which can be imposed by the 

Magistrates Court is a fine of £5,000 per offence and / or up to 6 

months imprisonment. In the Crown Court the maximum penalty for an 

offence under the Trade Marks Act 1994 is an unlimited fine and / or up 

to ten years imprisonment. 

 

2) Wembley Market is now operating every Sunday from the former 

Unisys Building, North Circular Road, NW10 0RH.  

 

3) Photos of the stall are available as PDF files upon request, 

 

4) For further information on this press release, please contact Andrew 

Clooney on 020 8937 5515. 



 


