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Brent Newsagent Caught Selling Fakes 
 

 
On Tuesday 3rd November 2009 at Brent Magistrates Court, Al Wan Ltd, 

trading as ‘Al Wan Supermarket’ from 425 Kingsbury Road, Kingsbury, 
pleaded guilty to two offences under the Trade Marks Act 1994 for selling 

counterfeit Duracell batteries and Durex condoms in a case brought by Brent 

and Harrow Trading Standards Service. The defendant company was fined a 

total £450 and ordered to pay prosecution costs of £1063.  

 

During the hearing the Magistrates heard that the offences came to light 

following an inspection of the defendant company’s retail premises which led 

to the discovery of 21 packets of counterfeit Duracell batteries and 

approximately 70 packets of fake Durex condoms. The Court heard that on a 

previous occasion in 2008, Trading Standards Officers had found Al Wan Ltd 

selling counterfeit cigarette lighters which had resulted in a warning being 

issued.  

 

In a formal interview with Trading Standards, the Director of the company, Mr 

Mohammed Rida, stated that he had gone abroad earlier in the year leaving 

his brother in charge of the store and that it was at this time that the fakes 

were obtained  from an unknown seller touting their wares door to door. He 

added that under normal circumstances, shop staff were not authorised to 

offer anything for sale without his prior approval. 

 

After the case Bill Bilon, Director of Brent and Harrow Trading Standards 

stated, “This newsagent had already had a warning from Trading Standards 

about selling fake goods in the past. To then go on and continue with the 



same illegal activity is clearly not acceptable and it leaves us with no 

alternative but to institute legal proceedings. I would advise all small retailers 

in the borough to be very careful as to where they source their goods and not 

to buy their stock from tradesmen who go from door to door selling their 

wares. You may think that you are saving a little bit of money, but it may well 

land you in Court with a large fine and a criminal conviction”.  

**End** 

 

Notes for Editors – 

 

1. The legislation prohibiting the sale of counterfeit goods is the Trade 

Marks Act 1994.  

 

2. For further information on this press release, please contact Simon 

Legg on 020 8937 5522. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


