
  
 

                 
 

12th September 2012 

Court fines negligent Harrow traders  

 

On 11 September 2012, two separate cases involving the sale of alcohol to 

minors and the sale of counterfeit goods were concluded at Willesden 

Magistrates Court resulting in fines totalling £2,175 and prosecution costs of 

£2,075 being awarded to the London Boroughs of Brent & Harrow Trading 

Standards Service. The details of these two cases are as follows:- 

 

Case 1. The court heard that on 21st July 2011, Brent & Harrow Trading 

Standards Officers working alongside HMRC, carried out a routine visit to 

Books Islamia Ltd, 15 Station Road, Harrow, during which over 1,000 

perfumes were discovered each displaying well known trademarks including 

Hugo Boss, Chanel, Lacoste and Givenchy. The perfumes were seized and 

later confirmed as being counterfeit. 

 

In addition to this over 2,000 cosmetic products, including the perfumes, were 

found on sale at the shop without the required labelling information detailing 

the EC manufacturer or importers name and address. This information is 

required by law, to ensure traceability for the origins of unsafe cosmetics. 

 

The company was fined a total of £2,000 and costs of £1,255 were awarded 

to Brent and Harrow Trading Standards Service. In passing sentence, the 

Magistrates stated that Books Islamia Ltd were given credit for an early guilty 

plea but had clearly been negligent in buying goods from dubious sources. 
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Case 2.  The court also heard that on 22nd July 2011 Brent & Harrow Trading 

Standards Service conducted a routine covert under age test purchasing 

exercise at Metro Food & Wine, 150 Greenford Road, Harrow. 

 

The child volunteer, aged 14, was able to purchase two bottles of vodka-

based ‘alco pops’ without being asked to provide any proof of age. When 

officers returned to the shop 34 bottles of counterfeit Jacob’s Creek wine were 

discovered and seized. 

 

On the day of the sale shop owner, Mr Selliah Ethayanathan, was unable to 

provide training records for the member of staff that sold the alcohol to the 

child. Mr Ethayanathan was also unable to provide receipts showing where he 

had purchased the counterfeit alcohol from. The magistrates imposed a fine of 

£175 and awarded £820 costs to Brent and Harrow Trading Standards 

Service. 

 

Bill Bilon, Head of Brent and Harrow Trading Standards Service, said 

“Preventing underage sales is a continuing priority for the service and we 



regularly carry out undercover operations to monitor the compliance of local 

traders. In relation to counterfeit goods, traders who think that they can benefit 

from the reputation that bona fide businesses build are mistaken. Without the 

well known brand names being attached to the goods, these perfumes and 

wines would be virtually worthless.” 

 

Brent & Harrow Trading Standards Service operate a ‘Responsible Trader 

Scheme’ which is free for businesses to join providing training and guidance 

to retailers to prevent underage sales. For more information, contact the 

Service on 020 8937 5555. 

 

**End** 

 

 

Notes for Editors – 

1) Under The Licensing Act 2003, it is an offence to sell alcohol to anyone 

under the age of eighteen and carries a maximum penalty of £5,000 

per offence. 

 

 

 

 

2) Under the Trade Marks Act 1994, it is an offence to possess for sale or 

sell any goods bearing marks which have not been authorised by the 

trade mark owner. The maximum penalty which can be imposed by the 

Magistrates Court is a fine of £5,000 per offence and / or up to 6 

months imprisonment. 

 

3) Under the Consumer Protection Act 1987, it is an offence to supply or 

offer to supply unsafe goods. The maximum sentence under the 

Consumer Protection Act 1987 is a £5,000 fine. 

 

4) Jpeg images of the items are attached to this press release.. 

 



5) For further information on this press release, please contact Simon 

Martin on 0208 937 5533. 

 

 

 

 

 


