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Bad Choices Mean Prison for Counterfeit Wholesalers 

Last Friday, 13th November 2009, two counterfeiters were sentenced to a combined 
total of 28 months imprisonment for their illicit wholesale trade in counterfeit goods. 

The two sentences were handed down to George Seng Lai Lau (48) of Hale Drive, 
Mill Hill and to Marios Kyriacou (46) of Broadmark Lane, Littlehampton.  Lau was 
sentenced to 21 months imprisonment, whilst Kyriacou received a 7 months 
sentence suspended for 2 years, and is to be electronically tagged preventing him 
from leaving his home between 8pm and 6am every day. 

The sentencing came at the end of a complex investigation by Brent & Harrow 
Trading Standards, and held at Harrow Crown Court in front of Judge Madge. 

The Brent & Harrow Trading Standards investigation had begun in April 2007 
following a complaint about the activities of a business named Choices Jewellery 
Limited, based in Park Royal, London.  It later transpired that Lau was the sole 
director of this company and Kyriacou a senior employee.  The business was 
predominantly a wholesaler of cheap fashion jewellery, rock and pop band 
merchandise, and punk/gothic type fashion accessories.  

Following a test purchase from the business, the items purchased were examined 
and confirmed as being counterfeit. Then in June 2007, working with the assistance 
of Trade Marks & Rights Holders Against Piracy (TRAP), an organisation set up by 
music merchandise licensees, a large scale seizure was made by Trading 
Standards officers from the Choices Jewellery warehouse in Abbey Road.  In total 
158,149 trade mark infringing items were seized.  These included branded 
sweatbands, watches, gloves, belts, purses, hats, badges, t-shirts, patches, wallets, 
belt buckles, dog tags, jewellery, bags and lanyards, infringing the trade marks of 
bands such as Rolling Stones, Green Day, The Darkness, ACDC, Franz Ferdinand 
and Arctic Monkeys, as well as those of Disney, Burberry, Tiffany, Nike, Warner 
Brothers and Chanel to name but a few. 
 
After extensive enquiries, officers returned to the premises of Choices Jewellery in 
August 2008 in order to serve court summonses on the men involved in relation to 
the test purchase and 2007 seizure.  During the service of the paperwork it was 
observed by a Trading Standards Officer that the showroom and large two floor 
warehouse was again full of trade marked infringing goods.  Officers again worked 
late into the night to complete a second seizure of goods, this time totalling 46,096 
items. 
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These goods were again confirmed as counterfeit or copyright infringing following 
expert examination and additional court summonses were served on the men 
involved in early 2009.  The items seized on the second occasion were mostly of the 
same type and style as the first seizure but this time included ties, dolls and mirrors.  
Trade marks infringed also included Playboy, Disney’s Nightmare Before Christmas, 
Harley Davidson, Rocawear, WWE, BBC Worldwide and Billabong. 

A number of computers were also seized on both occasions, and documentation 
from these machines, totalled 96,000 pages. Hard copy documents were also taken 
in evidence during both seizures. The majority of the documents were incriminating 
and showed Lau and Kyriacou designing and ordering the counterfeit goods from 
China, which Lau had a very close association with.  Kyriacou had previously 
merged his business, which had dealt in the same type of goods as Choices 
Jewellery Limited, with Lau and his company.  Some of the counterfeit goods seized 
carried the logo of Kyriacou’s company on their packaging 

Lau had previously pleaded guilty to offences against him in relation to the 
counterfeit goods from both seizures, whilst Kyriacou had pleaded guilty to the 
offences against him in relation to the second seizure.  The value of the 204,245 
counterfeit items seized was agreed in court to be somewhere between £85,000 and 
£100,000.   

Before passing sentence, HHJ Madge, acknowledged that Lau was the main driving 
force behind the enterprise and Kyriacou an employee of his.  He also stated that 
George Lau was close to the manufacture and import of all of the counterfeit items 
and that his motivation was one of pure financial gain. 

A Proceeds of Crime Act (POCA) investigation has now been commenced by Brent 
& Harrow Trading Standards.  This will strip both men of any assets, be they cash or 
property, where it can be shown that they have been obtained from the proceeds 
from their criminal conduct.   

Speaking after the case, Bill Bilon, Director Brent & Harrow Trading Standards 
Service, said: "This has been an extremely lengthy and complex investigation, 
lasting two and a half years.  I am absolutely delighted with the outcome.  This is 
another example of the courts sending out the message to counterfeiters that these 
types of offences are serious and will be severely punished.  Not only have the men 
been sentenced to custodial sentences, but their assets, many of which are now 
restrained are likely to be the subject of proceeds of crime proceedings”. 

 

 

 

- Ends - 
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Additional information 

Notes for Editors 

 
• The Trade Marks Act 1994 creates criminal offences if a person sells, offers to sell 
or possesses for supply, counterfeit goods and a breach of this Act could result in an 
unlimited fine and or up to ten years imprisonment 

 
• For further information on this press release or additional photographs, please 
contact Simon Martin on 020 8937 5533 or Jon Ashby on 020 8937 5514. 
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