
TomTom and Hammonds join forces with Police and CPS to Jail Internet Counterfeiter 

Muhammad Asghar, an Internet “entrepreneur” from Derby, was jailed for 8 months by Derby 
Crown Court last week after eventually pleading guilty to nearly 3000 counts of counterfeiting 
which had generated more than £100,000 in profits over a 13 month period. Asghar was also 
convicted of laundering the proceeds.  

Asghar used the Amazon.com trading platform to sell thousands of units of counterfeit TomTom 
branded memory cards programmed with pirated copies of TomTom maps. They were intended 
for use in the company’s satnav devices. He was not a typical small-scale car-boot counterfeiter, 
selling obvious fakes to consumers looking for cheap TomTom maps. 

Instead, Asghar typically charged his unsuspecting customers between £30-40 per unit for his 
counterfeit TomTom products, as part of a sophisticated fraud designed to dupe consumers into 
believing that the counterfeits they were buying were instead genuine TomTom maps. 

Asghar’s activities were first discovered in May 2009 when TomTom received a tip-off from an 
angry consumer who had bought one of Asghar’s fakes believing it to be the real thing, only to 
discover that it was an inferior fake when he tried to use it in his satnav device. Asghar was 
arrested and his premises were searched by Derby police in August 2009, after they were 
provided with an extensive dossier of evidence compiled by the TomTom anti-piracy team and 
their lawyers, Hammonds.  

Extensive evidence of the large-scale manufacture of pirate TomTom maps was discovered, and 
TomTom and Hammonds then worked closely with Derby Police and Derby CPS to bring Asghar 
to justice.  

When jailing Asghar, Judge David Pugsley said that aspects of his defence “stretched credulity to 
breaking point”. He also commented that Asghar had “dramatically and dishonestly dissipated” 
the significant profits he had made when he realised that his activities had been discovered. 
Judge Pugsley stressed to Asghar that he must pay that money back, and a confiscation and 
compensation hearing will now take in place in February to determine how much he must pay 
and when.  

TomTom’s Director of IP Creation and the head of its Anti-Piracy Unit, Jacob Eisenberg, said 
“Counterfeiting and piracy is a serious and growing problem and is not a victimless crime. It not 
only costs brand-owners and content-owners billions of pounds a year, but is used by organised 
crime groups to fund their other activities. We are pleased that the court has recognised the 
seriousness of these offences in the custodial sentence handed down to Mr Asghar, and we 
hope that this will serve as a warning to other counterfeiters and pirates. They should know that 
brand-owners like TomTom, together with law enforcement agencies, are prepared to do what it 
takes to close them down and to prosecute them through to conviction and sentencing.” 

Alex Newman, of Hammonds’ anti-piracy team, said “We are seeing a growing level of 
willingness among law enforcement agencies to take action against counterfeiters and pirates, 
particularly where rights-owners, like TomTom, demonstrate that they are committed to providing 
the necessary support for their investigations and prosecutions.  

"The outcome of the Asghar prosecution shows how brand-owners and law enforcement 
agencies can work together effectively to achieve real results. The system worked seamlessly to 
shut Asghar down and to ensure that he was effectively punished for his crimes. When the 
confiscation and compensation hearing takes place, it will hopefully also ensure that TomTom 
will be properly compensated for the losses which his activities have caused them.” 
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In addition to taking action through the civil courts, Hammonds and its clients work with an 
increasing number of police forces, trading standards offices, CPS offices, and other law 
enforcement agencies throughout the UK and beyond, to combat counterfeiting and piracy 
though the criminal justice system.  

Please contact Alex Newman at alex.newman@hammonds.com, or on 0113 284 7522, for more 
information on the options available. 

mailto:alex.newman@hammonds

