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Counterfeit goods - Builth Wells man found guilty  

of selling counterfeit goods at trial 
 
Residents in Powys could face legal action for using online auction sites to sell 
counterfeit goods, Powys County Council has warned. 
 
The warning has been issued after the council's Trading Standards Service successfully 
prosecuted a Builth Wells man for selling counterfeit caps marked with the brand New 
Era, which he had imported from wholesale sites in the Far East and sold  on the 
internet from his home address. 
 
Eifion Llyr Richards of Builth Road, Builth Wells, was prosecuted for four offences under 
the Trade Marks Act 1994 and was found guilty and  given a two-year conditional 
discharge and ordered to pay approximately £1,200 costs by Brecon Law Courts on 
Tuesday 9 November  after a trial. 
 
The court issued an order for the goods to be passed over to the council for them to 
dispose of the product as appropriate. 
 
Cllr Graham Brown, board member responsible for Public Protection, said: "We support 
legitimate businesses and local tax payers by targeting illegal shadow economy activities 
such as product counterfeiting which only seeks to further destabilise our local 
economy." 
 
Clive Jones, the council's Principal Trading Standards Officer with responsibility for 
Special Investigations, said: "Firm action is needed on any issues related to product 
counterfeiting to promote fair trading within our community.  Our surveillance on illegal 
activity involving counterfeiting is increasing and we would ask users of auction sites or 
any person offered suspect counterfeit goods, to be vigilant and to warn us of any 
suspicious sellers. 
 
"We would also advise users on auction sites to demonstrate extreme care when dealing 
direct with suspect wholesales sites as importing suspect products will make them liable 
to potential criminal proceedings.  Residents or business sellers are encouraged to 
report any suspicious activity to their local trading standards or to alternatively ring 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111." 
 
Tony Swaffield, Brand Protection Director for New Era Cap, said: "This case highlights 
the effectiveness of the council's Trading Standards Service to undertake a complex 
operation and gain a very successful result.  It is the enforcement of this legislation that 
protects legitimate businesses and the consumer. 
 
"As the largest global sporting manufacturer and supplier of licensed headwear, we fully 
commend the council's role and thankful for their support in conducting this operation. 



What this case shows is that a counterfeiter has no place to hide and that the internet 
can be policed very effectively." 
 
The Trading Standards Offices can be contacted on Brecon 01874 623420; Llandrindod 
Wells 01597 826032; Newtown 01686 617524; email trading.standards@powys.gov.uk 
or visit www.powys.gov.uk/tradingstandards 
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