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Trading Standards Capping the Supply of Fakes from Wembley Market  

On 28 September 2010, a Wembley Market trader was given a Curfew Order 

by Brent Magistrates Court and ordered to pay prosecution costs of £250 to 

the London Boroughs of Brent and Harrow Trading Standard Service.   

Eric Scotland, aged 50, of Hampton Road, Luton, pleaded guilty to four 

offences under The Trade Marks Act 1994 for having in possession for 

distribution, counterfeit caps and socks.  

The Order means Mr Scotland will have to wear an electronic tag and stay at 

his home address between 19.00 and 07.00hrs for the next four weeks.  

The Court heard that on the morning of Sunday 25th April 2010, as part of 

multi agency operation code named ‘Capital’, Trading Standards Officers, 

Police from the local Tokyngton Safer Neighbourhood Team, Her Majesty’s 

Customs and Revenue (HMRC) and the Vehicle and Operator Services 

Agency (VOSA) Officers, stopped a number vehicles at a road block near the 

entrance of Wembley Market.  

HMRC officers checked traders for tax evasion or for fraudulently claiming 

benefits and VOSA, inspected vehicles for their roadworthiness.    

During the course of the operation, Trading Standards Officers searched Mr 

Scotland’s Transit van which was on route to Wembley Market and found 

counterfeit caps bearing famous brand names such as New Era, Gucci and 

Superman along with a large quantity of fake Nike socks  
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Mr Scotland attended an interview during June 2010 when he was questioned 

about the goods. He explained that he was delivering them to the market to 

be sold by a fiend called ‘Martin’. However, during questioning Mr Scotland 

was unable to provide contact details for his friend and could not remember 

anything about where and from whom he had collect the goods.  

 

The defendant’s solicitor stated during the hearing that he his client was 

remorseful for his actions and that he was unemployed since losing his job as 

a plasterer. He added that Mr Scotland had become involved in the sale of 

counterfeit goods as he had seen it as a victimless crime.  

 

Bill Bilon, Head of Brent and Harrow Trading Standards Service said, “This 

case is yet another in a long line of successful prosecutions against traders 

who have been caught selling counterfeit goods from Wembley Market. These 

traders are not only infringing the registered trade marks of leading 

companies, but they are misleading consumers into purchasing inferior quality 

goods which provide very poor value for money. I hope that this case will send 

a clear message to those involved in the sale of counterfeit goods that that 

Service will use all available resources to stop the sale of counterfeit goods in 

this area". 

 

**End** 

 

Notes for Editors – 

 

1) Under the Trade Marks Act 1994, it is an offence to possess for sale or 

sell any goods bearing marks which have not been authorised by the 

trade mark owner. The maximum penalty which can be imposed by the 

Magistrates Court is a fine of £5,000 per offence and / or up to 6 

months imprisonment. In the Crown Court the maximum penalty for an 

offence under the Trade Marks Act 1994 is an unlimited fine and / or up 

to ten years imprisonment. 

 



• For further information on this press release, please contact Simon 

Legg on 020 8937 5522 
 

 


