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Convicted Counterfeiter Surrenders After 16 Months on the Run 
 

A local market trader, who had been found guilty in his absence for selling 

fake goods after absconding before the start of his trial in June 2009, finally 

surrendered himself and has been ordered by Harrow Crown Court to serve a 

three month prison sentence. 

Mr Hitesh Sood, aged 44, formally of St Paul’s Avenue, Harrow, also pleaded 

guilty to an offence under the Bail Act for failing to appear at the original trial 

for which he received a further 14 days concurrent prison sentence. In 

addition, the Court ordered him to pay a contribution of £1,500 towards Brent 

and Harrow Trading Standards’ prosecution costs. 

Mr Sood had originally entered not guilty pleas in September 2008 to five 

counts under the Trade Marks Act 1994 and a date had been set for his trial. 

However, when his trial date arrived in April 2009, he failed to appear at Court 

even though he had given his barrister instructions to represent him at the 

hearing. 

The case went ahead in his absence in front of a jury who heard how Mr Sood 

had sold a counterfeit pair of Nike jogging bottoms and a pair of Lasoste 

shorts to an undercover Trading Standards Officer from his market stall at 

Greenhill Way, Harrow.  

Officers later returned to the stall and seized over 100 items of fake clothing 

bearing the names and logos of famous brands such as Adidas, Lacoste and 

Nike. 

Following the Jury’s guilty verdict, His Honour Judge Arran had ordered the 

forfeiture of the counterfeit goods and had issued an immediate warrant for 

the defendant’s arrest. However, Mr Sood, who had previously been 



cautioned for selling counterfeit goods from a market in Waltham Forest, 

again failed to appear before the Court and he was sentenced in his absence 

to a period of three months in custody. 

At the hearing on 4th October 2010, Mr Sood’s barrister informed the Court 

that during the original trial the defendant had been threatened by a gang who 

had accused him of owing them money and had robbed him of his lorry and 

stock from a shop that he owned in Tottenham. He added that Mr Sood feared 

that the gang would be waiting for him if he appeared at Court so he had 

decided to leave his wife and daughter and moved to the North of the country.  

Speaking after the case, Bill Bilon, Head of Brent & Harrow Trading Standards 

Service said, “I am pleased to see that this defendant saw sense after 16 

months of being on the run and decided to hand himself in to the authorities. 

My Officers are constantly investigating the supply of counterfeit goods and I 

hope that this case will be a stark reminder to those who think they can get 

away with breaking the law that they will be caught and bought to justice.” 

**End** 

 

Notes for Editors – 

 

1. A person guilty of an offence under the Trade Marks Act 1994 can be 

liable on conviction at a Magistrates Court to a fine of up to £5000 per 

offence and / or up to a maximum of six months imprisonment and on 

conviction at Crown Court to an unlimited fine and / or up to a 

maximum of ten years imprisonment. 

 

2. For further information on this press release, please contact Simon 

Legg on 020 8937 5522. 

 
 
 


