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Ahmed Safi convicted for possession of fakes  

On 9 November 2010, Mr Ahmed Safi, aged 30, was sentenced to 200 hours 

of unpaid community work by Brent Magistrates Court and ordered to pay 

prosecution costs of £250 to the London Boroughs of Brent and Harrow 

Trading Standard Service.   

Ahmed Safi of Braintree Road, Dagenham, had previously pleaded guilty to 

three offences under The Trade Marks Act 1994 for possessing fake trainers 

and socks which he intended to sell at Wembley Market. 

The court also ordered forfeiture of the nearly 360 items made up of trainers 

and socks as well as Mr Safi’s Renault Espace motorcar which he had used 

to transport the haul of fake stock.  

The court heard that on the morning of Sunday 25 April 2010, as part of multi 

agency operation code named ‘Capital’, Trading Standards officers, police 

from the local Tokyngton Safer Neighbourhood Team, Her Majesty’s Customs 

and Revenue (HMRC) and the Vehicle and Operator Services Agency 

(VOSA) officers, stopped a number vehicles at a road block near the entrance 

to Wembley Market.  

During this exercise, HMRC officers checked traders for tax evasion or for 

fraudulently claiming benefits and VOSA, inspected vehicles for their 

roadworthiness.    

Mr Safi was stopped after a Trading Standards Officer spotted his car loaded 

with fake Nike and Prada trainers as he was on route to Wembley Market.  
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The goods were seized which had they been genuine, would have been worth 

in the region of £27,000.  Mr Safi initially provided officers with a false name 

which resulted in him being arrested and taken back to Wembley Police 

station.  

When questioned about the goods in his car he stated that he was selling 

them on behalf of his cousin who was going to pay him £50. However, Mr Safi 

was unable to provide any contact details for his cousin. 

 

Mr Safi maintained that it was his first time that he had been to the market to 

trade but the officers discovered that this was not the case as Wendy Fair 

Markets Limited, who are the operators of Wembley Market, produced an 

application form in his name which was dated December 2006.    

 

The defendant’s solicitor stated during the hearing that the admissions made 

during her client’s interview could not be relied upon. She added that Mr Safi 

had given a false name in panic and was remorseful for his actions.  

 

In passing sentence, the Magistrates stated the seriousness of the offence 

had been aggravated by the false details that he had provided to the officers. 

 

Bill Bilon, Head of Brent and Harrow Trading Standards Service said, “This is 

now the third successful case resulting from ‘Operation Capital’ and 

demonstrates the tough line that we take against those involved in the sale of 

counterfeit goods. Once convicted these offenders face having a criminal 

record and receive an appropriate punishment from the Courts, including the 

forfeiture of their stock and vehicles. In some cases, we can even confiscate 

the assets of those who are convicted of fake goods.  I hope that these 

prosecutions send a clear message to those involved in the sale of illicit 

goods that it just isn’t worth it as this Service will use all its resources to 

prevent the sale of counterfeit goods." 

**End** 

 

 



Notes for Editors – 

 

1) Under the Trade Marks Act 1994, it is an offence to possess for sale or 

sell any goods bearing marks which have not been authorised by the 

trade mark owner. The maximum penalty which can be imposed by the 

Magistrates Court is a fine of £5,000 per offence and / or up to six 

months imprisonment. In the Crown Court the maximum penalty for an 

offence under the Trade Marks Act 1994 is an unlimited fine and / or up 

to ten years imprisonment. 

 

2) JPEGs of Ahmed Safi and some of the seized goods are available 

upon request 

 

3) For further information on this press release, please contact Simon 

Legg on 020 8937 5522 

 
 

Picture of Ahmed Safi  


