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Trader Fined for ‘Meddling’ in Counterfeit Goods 

On 30 November 2010, an illegal street trader caught selling fake football t-shirts 
outside Wembley Stadium following the England -v- Mexico was fined £350 by Brent 
Magistrates Court and ordered to pay £300 in prosecution costs to the London 
Boroughs of Brent & Harrow Trading Standards Service.  

Simon Thomas Meddle, aged 49, of Surbiton Road, Southend, pleaded guilty to an 
offence under the Trade Marks Act 1994 for selling t-shirts bearing the official South 
African FIFA World Cup emblem to fans leaving Wembley Stadium after the 
England match in May 2010.  

The court heard that Mr Meddle was a regular street trader during events at 
Wembley Stadium and dealt in merchandise such as scarves, flags and t- shirts. In 
the past he had received a warning from Trading Standards Officers after they had 
seized counterfeit flags from him and he had also been prosecuted on two separate 
occasions by Brent Council’s Health Safety & Licensing team for unlicensed street 
trading.  

On the day of this particular incident the defendant had been apprehended before 
the start of the match by officers for selling scarves in the vicinity of the stadium 
which had all been sized from him. Nevertheless, undeterred by the earlier seizure, 
Mr Meddle returned after the game had finished with a stock of counterfeit FIFA 
World Cup t-shirts which he was intending to sell to fans leaving the stadium.  

The court was told that various attempts had been made to interview the defendant 
with respect to the counterfeit t-shirts but he failed to keep any of his appointments 
with the Trading Standards Service. 

In court, Mr Meddle stated that he had picked up the wrong bag and didn’t know that 
the counterfeit shirts were inside. He added: “I didn’t go out to sell copyrighted 
goods. I know that I’m not meant to be there.”  

Speaking after the case, Bill Bilon, Head of Brent & Harrow Trading Standards said: 
“I hope that this case sends a clear message to others that Brent Council will not 
hesitate in taking action against anyone who thinks that they can come to Wembley 
Stadium and make a quick buck by selling counterfeit goods or from illegal street 
trading. We regularly carry out patrols and spot checks in partnership with our 
Health, Safety & Licensing colleagues to stop these types of activities and to ensure 
that it does not blight Wembley’s reputation as being the most famous football 
stadium in the world.” 

- Ends - 
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Notes for Editors- 

1. The Trade Marks Act 1994 creates criminal offences if a person sells, offers 
to sell or possesses for supply, counterfeit goods and a breach of this Act 
could result in an unlimited fine and or up to ten years imprisonment. 

 

2. A JPEG photograph showing one of the shirts is available upon request. 

 

3. For further information on this press release, please contact Simon Legg on 
020 8937 5522 

 
 
 

 
 

Photograph of one of the offending T Shits 
 


