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The Good, the Bad and the ‘Ugg’ 

On 7 December 2010, Mr Obaidullah Rahmatullah, aged 19, was sentenced 

to 200 hours of unpaid community work and ordered to serve a curfew 

between 20.00-06.00hrs for the next six weeks by Brent Magistrates. In 

addition, Mr Rahmatullah has also been ordered to pay prosecution costs of 

£1,642 to the London Boroughs of Brent and Harrow Trading Standard 

Service.   

The defendant of Lynford Gardens, Ilford, had previously pleaded guilty to 

four offences under The Trade Marks Act 1994 for possessing fake Ugg 

branded boots and flipflops which he intended to sell at Wembley Market. He 

also pleaded guilty to two offences under safety regulations as he intended to 

supply fake GHD hair straightener sets which were electrically unsafe posing 

a risk of an electric shock to anybody who used them. 

The court heard that on Sunday 25 April 2010, as part of a multi-agency 

operation code named ‘Capital’, Trading Standards officers, police from the 

local Tokyngton Safer Neighbourhood Team, Her Majesty’s Customs and 

Revenue (HMRC) and the Vehicle and Operator Services Agency (VOSA) 

officers, stopped a number vehicles at a road block near the entrance to 

Wembley Market.  

During this exercise, HMRC officers checked traders for tax evasion or for 

fraudulently claiming benefits and VOSA, inspected vehicles for their 

roadworthiness.    

Mr Rahmatullah was stopped and Trading Standards Officers discovered the 

van he was travelling in was loaded with 540 pairs of Ugg boots, 34 pairs of 
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Ugg flip flops and eight hair straightener sets, all of which were fake. A more 

detailed search of the van revealed 275 Ugg branded heel labels which were 

similar to those applied during the manufacturing process of a genuine pair of 

the boots.  

The items, with an estimated retail value of £83,000 had they been genuine, 

were seized and later submitted for expert examination by representatives of 

the trade mark proprietors and an electrical safety expert.   

During July 2010, Mr Rahmatullah was questioned about the goods. He 

admitted to sticking the heel labels onto plain boots to make them look like 

Ugg boots so customers would buy them. He claimed that he was selling the 

stock on behalf of somebody called Jay who he was going to buy the goods 

from, but was unable to provide any contact details for him.  

   

The defendant’s barrister said in mitigation that “He [Mr Rahmatullah] has 

never been in trouble. It’s been an awful experience for somebody who was of 

previous good character and this has been hanging over him for months”.  

 

When delivering their sentence, the Magistrates stated to Mr Rahmatullah that 

he had committed very serious offences. However, having considered his 

previous good character, remorse and early guilty plea, he had narrowly 

missed a custodial sentence. The Magistrates agreed to the forfeiture of all 

the items seized from Mr Rahmatullah. 

 

Bill Bilon, Head of Brent and Harrow Trading Standards Service said, “This is 

now the fourth successful prosecution resulting from ‘Operation Capital’. Stall 

holders really must take care with what they are intending to sell from 

Wembley Market because if they are caught with counterfeit goods, they will 

be prosecuted and face harsh penalties. In addition, as in this case, being 

brought before the Courts can cause embarrassment and shame amongst 

your peers as well as affecting further educational and employment 

prospects." 

 



 

**End** 

 

 

Notes for Editors – 

 

1) For further information on this press release, please contact Simon 

Legg on 020 8937 5522 

 

2) For more information on the work of Brent and Harrow Trading 

Standards Service please see our website at 

www.tradingstandards.gov.uk/brent&harrow    

 
 
 


