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Wild criminal enterprise tamed by Hertfordshire Trading 
Standards 

A Hoddesdon man is counting the £67,550 cost of auctioning counterfeit trainers on e-Bay, 
following a successful prosecution by Hertfordshire Trading Standards. 
 
Christopher Wild, 27, of Roselands Avenue, Hoddesdon, was ordered at St Albans Crown 
Court on Friday (June 10) to pay back the estimated £65,000 he made from the sale of 
fake Nike trainers within six months - or spend a year in jail. 
 
Judge Griffith, who oversaw the Proceeds Of Crime Act confiscation hearing, also ordered 
Wild to pay a £50 fine for each of the 11 offences to which he pleaded guilty on the first 
day of his trial in April 2010 (£550 in total). Wild will also have to pay £2,000 towards the 
costs of the prosecution. 
 
Finally, the judge ordered the forfeiture of all the counterfeit goods seized by Trading 
Standards during the course of this investigation. 
 
The message from Hertfordshire Trading Standards is that counterfeit crime does not pay. 
Hertfordshire Trading Standards will continue to use the Proceeds of Crime Act to ensure 
that offenders do not benefit from their crimes.  
 
Richard Thake, Executive Member for Community Safety, said: "This kind of criminal 
activity will not be tolerated. Not only are consumers left with substandard goods, it also 
erodes the trust that people have in legitimate businesses." 
 
Wild was targeted following a test purchase of counterfeit Nike trainers on e-Bay by the 
brand holder. Further investigations identified a number of e-Bay accounts being operated 
under different names but all being ultimately controlled by him and all selling the same 
type of goods.  
 
A raid on his home address led to 425 pairs of counterfeit trainers being seized.  

Notes for editors 
Wild pleaded guilty to 11 counts of possession of goods bearing a false trade mark with a 
view to sale, contrary to section 92(1)(c) of the Trade Marks Act 1994 

For political comment 
Executive Member for Environment & Community Safety Richard Thake via the Press Office 
on 01992 555615  

Issued on behalf of HCC by: 

Andrew Dawson, For further information please contact: Andrew Dawson, Senior 
Press Officer on 01992 588516. 
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