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Market trader who sold fake designer socks is fined £500 

A market trader who sold fake designer socks at Wembley Market has been 
fined £500 and ordered to pay £500 costs after a prosecution by Brent and 
Harrow Trading Standards. 

Asif Khan, 42, of Malmesbury Road, Birmingham, was also ordered to pay a 
£50 victim surcharge on 30 October 2013 at Hendon Magistrates. 

Khan pleaded guilty to nine offences under the Trade Marks Act 1994 after 
selling the socks at Wembley Market on 7 July 2013. 

Trading Standards seized 518 pairs of socks with designer names such as 
Nike, Gucci, Ralph Lauren, Chanel and Louis Vuitton, which if they had been 
genuine would have had an estimated retail value of more than £11,000. He 
had travelled to the market from his home in Birmingham to trade for the day. 

Khan was arrested at the scene and later said in interview that he purchased 
the socks for 50p each and it was only the second time he had attended 
Wembley Market.  

Bill Bilon, Head of Consumer and Business Protection, said: 

 

“Be it socks or designer handbags, every trader must ensure the items they 
sell are genuine. In this case the court recognised that a trader has to be 
alerted by the price of goods he sells. He cannot pay and sell designer goods 
for a few pounds and suggest he did not know the items he was selling were 
fake.” 
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1) Under the Trade Marks Act 1994, it is an offence to possess for sale or 

sell any goods bearing marks which have not been authorised by the 

trade mark owner. The maximum penalty which can be imposed by the 

Magistrates Court is a fine of £5,000 per offence and / or up to 6 

months imprisonment. In the Crown Court the maximum penalty for an 

offence under the Trade Marks Act 1994 is an unlimited fine and / or up 

to ten years imprisonment. 

 

2) Wembley Market is now closed although the market may reappear in 

the future.  

 

3) Photos of the stall are available as PDF files upon request, 

 

4) For further information on this press release, please contact Andrew 

Clooney on 020 8937 5515. 

 

 


