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Trader makes a costly Ghaff 

On 1 March 2011, a Wembley Market trader was sentenced to 100 hours of 

unpaid community work by Brent Magistrates Court and ordered to pay 

prosecution costs of £1,499 to the London Boroughs of Brent and Harrow 

Trading Standard Service.  

Mr Sajjad Ghaffar, aged 42, of Aviary Close, Canning Town, London, had 

previously pleaded guilty to 11 offences under The Trade Marks Act 1994 for 

selling and exposing for sale fake branded clothing from Wembley Market. He 

also admitted two further offences which the court was asked to take into 

consideration relating to the sale of counterfeit goods from Kempton Park 

Market that had been investigated by Surrey County Council Trading 

Standards department.   

The court heard the prosecution against Mr Ghaffar arose following a search 

of his stall at Wembley Market on 12 September 2010 as part of a joint 

operation between Brent and Harrow Trading Standards and officers from the 

Metropolitan Police Tactical Support Group. As a result of the search of the 

defendant’s stall and his van, Trading Standards Officers seized 2146 

counterfeit items bearing the registered trade marks of well known brands 

such as Lacoste, Nike, Adidas, Ben Sherman, Fred Perry Lyle and Scott & 

Superdry. Had the goods been genuine, they would have been worth over 

£120,000.  

Mr Ghaffar was arrested at the scene and found to have £1,256 cash which 

was also seized.  This money has now been forfeited by the court from Mr 

Ghaffar along all the items of clothing that were seized from him.  
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When questioned about the goods, Mr Ghaffar admitted knowing that some of 

items were counterfeit and that what he was doing was illegal, but he had 

continued to sell them because he needed the money.   

 

The defendant’s legal representative said in mitigation that Mr Ghaffar was 

“deeply remorseful” for his actions.  

 

Bill Bilon, Head of Brent and Harrow Trading Standards Service said, “This is 

yet another example of a Wembley Market trader who believed that he could 

get away with selling fake goods to the public. However, the joint operation 

conducted by my officers and the police has put a stop to his illegal activities.   

I hope that this case serves as a warning to anyone who is involved in the 

sale of counterfeit goods that they will be prosecuted and, if found guilty, will 

be fined or sent to prison."   

 

**End** 

 

Notes for Editors – 

 

1) For further information on this press release, please contact Simon 

Legg on 020 8937 5522 

 

2) For more information on the work of Brent and Harrow Trading 

Standards Service please see our website at 

www.tradingstandards.gov.uk/brent&harrow    

 
3) JPEG photographs of Mr Ghaffar and his stall are available upon 

request  

 
 
 


