
 

  

13 April 2011 

 
Trader left high and dry selling fake Superdry 

 
A market stall owner who sold fake designer clothing at Wembley Market was 

sentenced on 12 April 2011 at Brent Magistrates Court to 200 hours of unpaid 

work and ordered to pay £2,000 prosecution costs to the London Boroughs of 

Brent & Harrow Trading Standards service.  

 

Richard John Cowles (aged 39), of New Road, Bedfordshire, pleaded guilty to 

four offences under the Trade Marks Act 1994 for supplying a counterfeit 

‘Superdry’ hooded top for £15 and exposing for sale other items of clothing 

bearing brand names such as ECKO, Lyle & Scott, and the boy band ‘JLS’.  

 

The court heard that Brent & Harrow Trading Standards had made an 

undercover test purchase of the Superdry hooded top the defendant the week 

before his stall was raided on 12 September 2010.  

 

During the raid Trading Standards officers, assisted by the police, searched 

the defendant’s van and stall. Whilst the majority of stock held on Mr Cowles’ 

stall was identified as being genuine, officers seized approximately 150 

counterfeit items which had an estimated retail value of £3,400 had they been 

legitimate.   

 

Mr Cowles was arrested and then interviewed before being summonsed at a 

later date to appear at court. 

 

Mr Cowles maintained throughout his hearing that although he had admitted 

the offences, he had tried to operate a lawful business by obtaining receipts 

from his suppliers. He added, “I have learnt my lessons. I realise I have to be 

cautious when buying these goods.”  

Brent & Harrow Trading Standards Service 
 

WORKING IN  PARTNERSHIP  



 

Whilst passing sentence the Magistrates stated that they had looked carefully 

at the case and spent time considering their penalty. When addressing the 

issue of Mr Cowles’ assertion that he had tried to trade legitimately, the 

Magistrates stated, “It would be disingenuous that somebody who lies 25 or 

so times should be given credit for the five or so occasions they tell the truth.”  

 

Bill Bilon, Head of Brent and Harrow Trading Standards Service said after the 

case: “Tackling the continuous stream of counterfeit goods from being 

supplied at Wembley Market is a never ending job for my officers. Mr Cowles 

is the fourth individual this year who has been prosecuted for selling fake 

items at the market and we remain as committed as ever in preventing the 

sale of goods that are not only misdescribed, but are also of very poor 

quality.” 

**End** 

 

Notes for Editors – 

 

1) Under the Trade Marks Act 1994, it is an offence to possess for sale or 

sell any goods bearing marks which have not been authorised by the 

trade mark owner. The maximum penalty which can be imposed by the 

Magistrates Court is a fine of £5,000 per offence and / or up to 6 

months imprisonment. In the Crown Court the maximum penalty for an 

offence under the Trade Marks Act 1994 is an unlimited fine and / or up 

to ten years imprisonment. 

 

2) For further information on this press release, please contact Simon 

Legg on 0208 937 5522. 

 
3) Pictures of the market stall and Mr Cowles are available on request. 

 



 
 

Potograph of Mr Cowles 


