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                            Market Trader looses his ‘Swagger’ in Court 

 

Press Release 
 
A Wembley Market stall owner was fined £500 and ordered to pay costs of 

£1,000 by Brent Magistrates Court on 16 August for selling counterfeit goods.  

 

Mr Wilton West (aged 49) of Watford, pleaded guilty to seven offences under 

the Trade Marks Act 1994 for exposing for sale counterfeit goods which 

included Star in the Hood and Superman t-shirts, New Era tops and novelty 

boxing gloves which featured the registered trade marks of Premiership 

football clubs.  

 

The court heard that Brent & Harrow Trading Standards had conducted a joint 

operation with the Metropolitan Police on 12 September 2010 targeting the 

numerous stalls selling counterfeit goods at Wembley Market. 

 

One such stall was operated by Mr West who traded as ‘Wills Worldwide 

Swagger’. Officer’s discovered a mixture of counterfeit and genuine goods 

being offered for sale on his stall which would have made it confusing for a 

potential purchaser to know if the items were legitimate or not.   

 

Following the seizure, Mr West attended an interview where he explained that 

he had been running this particular market stall for eight months. He had 

sourced his stock from other markets without conducting any checks to verify 

their authenticity. Mr West could not identify who he had bought the items 

from and had no receipts. 

 

Brent & Harrow Trading Standards Service 
 

WORKING IN  PARTNERSHIP  



Mr West apologised to the court and explained that it was not in his character 

to fall foul of the law and that he was very sorry for his actions.  

 

The magistrates stated: “This case had bought home to you [Mr West] that 

trade marks and their owner’s rights is something that you cannot dismiss.” 

When passing their sentence, the magistrates took into consideration Mr 

West’s previous good characters, his naivety and the fact that he pleaded 

guilty at the earliest opportunity.  

Bill Bilon, Head of Brent and Harrow Trading Standards Service said: “This 

service will not hesitate to take action against those who con the public and 

take unfair advantage of famous brand names by selling counterfeit goods. 

Traders must be proactive and carry out checks before they buy their stock to 

ensure it is legitimate to sell. If they don’t, they may find themselves as in this 

case, with a criminal record and a financial penalty. In some cases, they could 

even be sent to prison.” 

**End** 

Notes for Editors – 

 

1) Under the Trade Marks Act 1994, it is an offence to possess for sale or 

sell any goods bearing marks which have not been authorised by the 

trade mark owner. The maximum penalty which can be imposed by the 

Magistrates Court is a fine of £5,000 per offence and / or up to 6 

months imprisonment. In the Crown Court the maximum penalty for an 

offence under the Trade Marks Act 1994 is an unlimited fine and / or up 

to ten years imprisonment. 

 

2) For further information on this press release, please contact Simon 

Legg on 020 8937 5522. 

 


