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Student punished for possessing fake medicines and clothing labels 

and buttons 
 

On Thursday 6 October 2011, HHJ Mole sentenced Daanish Mulla (aged 24) 

of Ruislip, north-west London, to a four month custodial sentence for his part 

in an operation supplying counterfeit labels and buttons to make fake items of 

clothing and the unlicensed supply of erectile dysfunction tablets.   

 

The judge, sitting at Harrow Crown Court, heard that Brent and Harrow 

Trading Standards Service were tipped off about Mr Mulla’s activities by HM 

Revenue & Customs who had detected various importations of counterfeit 

goods being shipped to an address in Dollis Hill Lane in Brent. A search of 

this address led officers to a shared rented flat in Station Road, Harrow where 

Mr Mulla, originally from India, resided as an overseas student. A search 

warrant was executed at the premises on 2 September 2010. 

 

The search revealed over 2,000 counterfeit labels and buttons which could 

have been used manufacture fake clothing to look like original desirable 

brands and over 25,000 tablets and sachets of erectile dysfunction medicines 

worth up to £50,000 on the black market.  

 

Mr Mulla was arrested and taken for questioning by Trading Standards 

officers but chose to provide a ‘no comment’ interview. 

 

Trading Standards officers enlisted the assistance of the Medicines and 

Healthcare Products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) who took samples of the 
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seized medicines to be analysed. Their results concluded that the drugs were 

predominantly made up of unlicensed erectile dysfunction pharmaceuticals.  

 

Forensic analysis of a computer seized from the defendant revealed 

spreadsheets containing names and addresses of those he was to package 

and distributes the drugs to.  

 

Mr Mulla claimed not to know anything about the counterfeit labels saying he 

was employed by somebody to receive parcels on his behalf and he [Mr 

Mulla] had no knowledge of the relevance of them. He also denied any 

wrongdoing with respect to the drugs explaining that he would receive 

instructions from ‘Sunny’ who he would distribute them for. Mr Mulla himself 

denied having any direct contact with any customers or taking any money.  

 

Bill Billon, Head of Consumer and Business Protection said: “I am very 

pleased we have disrupted this operation that potentially was supplying other 

criminals with labels and buttons used to manufacturer fake goods and 

prevented medicines from being supplied in what would have been a totally 

uncontrolled manner.  

 

“The whole reason these drugs have to be authorised and licensed is 

because they can pose significant risk to public health if supplied to users 

without proper medical supervision.” 

 
Nimo Ahmed, MHRA’s acting Head of Enforcement said: "This operation has 

removed a significant number of unlicensed medicines from the market. The 

sale of unlicensed medicines is illegal, and their use could be dangerous as 

there is no certainty regarding the quality of the product." 

 
**End** 

Notes for Editors – 

1) For further information on this press release, please contact Simon 

Legg on 020 8937 5522. 


