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More Time for the Crime      

    

On 17th May 2011 His Honour Judge Snow sitting at City of Westminster Magistrates Court 

sentenced John Evans (aged 60) of Laughton Road, Northolt, Middlesex to two years 

imprisonment for non-payment of a confiscation order for £110,113. This order made under the 

Proceeds of Crime Act 2002 had been secured by Brent and Harrow Trading Standards 

Service on 2nd November 2010. 

At the original confiscation hearing at Harrow Crown Court His Honour Judge Mole had 

ordered Mr Evans to pay the full amount within four months or face a default sentence of a 

further two years imprisonment. His Honour Judge Mole made it clear to Mr Evans that after 

the two years default sentence had been served, he would still owe the authorities the full 

amount with interest added to the outstanding balance.  

The confiscation hearing resulted from an investigation by Brent & Harrow Trading Standards 

that had led to Mr Evans being sentenced in November 2009 to eight months in prison for 

selling fake and electrically unsafe laptop chargers from an on-line business that he was 

operating from premises in Rayners Lane. Evidence obtained by the Officers had shown that 

Mr Evans had been operating his illegal business in counterfeit Sony, Dell and other lap top 

chargers since 2004 which had a turnover of nearly £200,000 per year.  

In making the order for the confiscation of £110,113, HHJ Mole stated that he was in no doubt 

that the defendant had intended to run his business so that all the profits were removed as 

quickly as possible to hide them from the authorities.    



Speaking after the two years default sentence had been imposed Bill Bilon, Director of Brent & 

Harrow Trading Standards Service said, “This case shows that crime really doesn’t pay as the 

defendant has not only served time in prison for the criminal offences that he committed, but 

he now has to serve a further two years for refusing to pay the £110,000 that the court 

determined that he had made from this illegal activity. I am very pleased to see that career 

criminals such as Mr Evans cannot profit from their crime.” 

Note for Editors:– 

1. The photograph below is of Mr Evans.  

2. The Proceeds of Crime Act 2002 came into force on 24th March 2003 and allows for the 

removal of assets that have been acquired as a result of crime. 

3. Counterfeiting is listed within Schedule 2 of the Proceeds of Crime Act 2002 as a ‘criminal 

lifestyle’ offence. If a person is convicted of committing a Trade Marks Act offence, then 

they are deemed to have a criminal lifestyle, which means that investigators can go back 

over a six year period to calculate a benefit figure and the court can be invited to make 

certain assumptions about a defendant’s income, expenditure and assets.  

4. For further information on this press release please contact Simon Martin on 020 8937 

5533 

 

  

Photo of Mr John Evans during an undercover operation 
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16th November 2009 
 

Prison for Counterfeit & Unsafe Online IT Hardware Retailer 
 
On Friday 13th November 2009, a local importer and online retailer was 

sentenced to 8 months imprisonment for selling electrically unsafe and 

counterfeit laptop chargers. 

 

 

John William Evans (59) of Laughton Road, Northolt, Middlesex, operated out 

of The Workshops, Warden Avenue, Harrow, Middlesex. Mr Evans pleaded 

guilty to one offence under the Consumer Protection Act 1987 and ten 

offences under the Trade Marks Act 1994. 

 

The Court heard that in November 2008 Brent & Harrow Trading Standards 

Service received a complaint from a consumer who alleged that he had been 

supplied with a counterfeit Sony laptop charger by the defendant Mr Evans 

trading as PC Laptop Garage of The Workshops, Warden Avenue, Harrow, 

Middlesex. The consumer had placed the order for the charger via the 

defendant’s website www.laptop-chargers.co.uk which claimed to offer 

original Sony, Samsung, Toshiba, Dell, Hewlett Packard and other branded 

laptop chargers, however on examination by Sony, the charger was confirmed 

as being counterfeit. 

 

On 28th November 2008 a Trading Standards Officer conducted a test 

purchase of a Sony and Samsung branded laptop chargers from the trader’s 

website. These were later confirmed as being counterfeit by examination on 

behalf of the trade mark owners. 

 

Further investigations were carried out and another test purchase was made 

on 16th December, this time from the defendant’s physical premises at 



Warden Avenue in Harrow. On this occasion a Sony branded laptop charger 

was purchased which was also later confirmed as being counterfeit. 

 

Then on 16th January 2009 Trading Standards Officers accompanied by 

Police Officers from the Rayners Lane Safer Neighbourhoods Police Team, 

executed a warrant at the defendant’s business premises at Warden Avenue, 

Harrow where approximately 740 suspected counterfeit laptop chargers were 

seized, together with computer equipment and documentation. The chargers 

bore the brands of Sony, Samsung, Dell, IBM, Hewlett Packard, and Toshiba. 

There was evidence at the premises relating to another address under Mr 

Evans’ control, namely a storage unit at Safestore in Ruislip. Mr Evans was 

taken to this address and the Police conducted another search. Further 

branded laptop chargers were found within this unit, mainly Dell and Toshiba. 

At the time the warrant was executed the defendant was on the premises and 

was arrested and taken to South Harrow Police Station where he was 

interviewed. 

 

Under caution Mr Evans stated that  

• He normally trades in unbranded laptop chargers, but his last 

approximately 35 deliveries had been of branded items.  

• He claimed his turnover was around £100,000 per year, of which 80% 

was made up from laptop chargers.  

• Mr Evans admitted to selling between 400-500 chargers per month and 

to running the website and supplying the counterfeit branded chargers. 

If Mr Evans had sold 400 chargers per month @£40 each he would have 

made about £192,000 per year. 

The chargers were being sold by retail for around £40 each and evidence 

suggests that they were being purchased for about £4 each from China. 

 

Forensic analysis of the defendant’s computer established that Mr Evans had 

been purchasing the counterfeit laptop chargers from a supplier in China, and 

there are numerous correspondences in the form of emails to substantiate this 



fact. The forensics report also revealed that Mr Evans had been dealing in 

laptop chargers from as far back as 2004. 

 

The investigating officer was also concerned that the chargers might be 

electrically unsafe and a sample Samsung charger was submitted to an 

expert for examination. The report from Electrical Safety Assessments Ltd 

detail the departures from the relevant British Standard and the conclusion 

reached is that the charger was dangerous, offering a risk of electric shock to 

anyone using it. 

 

The retail value of the chargers seized was around £30,000. Mr Evans was 

thought to have turned over more than £1m since the enterprise began. 

 

In mitigation the court heard that Mr Evans learnt computing whilst in prison 

and used to work doing computer repairs. Mr Evans thought the laptop 

chargers were cheap, either because they came from China or possibly that 

they might have been stolen. 

 

During sentencing Judge Madge was aware the defendant advertised these 

laptop chargers as genuine branded goods via his website and he 

commented that the operation was run as a professional commercial 

business.  

 

Judge Madge further stated that Mr Evans has a long and serious criminal 

record, with many previous offences for dishonesty.  That these were serious 

matters which undermine genuine brand owners, deceives purchasers by 

producing items of inferior quality. 

 

The financial investigator working for Brent and Harrow Trading Standards 

Service has initiated a proceeds of crime investigation. The Proceeds of 

Crime Act 2002 allows for the removal of assets that have been acquired as a 

result of criminal activity and in this case investigators were able to review six 

years worth of the defendant’s activities. 

 



Speaking after the case, Bill Bilon, Director of Brent & Harrow Trading 

Standards Service said, “The serious safety failings are a major concern in 

this case. Counterfeit goods such as these laptop chargers are not produced 

to the same safety standards as the genuine ones and have serious safety 

implications. This Service will not tolerate traders who sell such goods to 

unsuspecting members of the public.” 

 

**End** 

 

Notes for Editors – 

 

1. The maximum penalty under the Consumer Protection Act 1987 is 

£5000 and/or six months imprisonment per offence.  

 

2. A person guilty of an offence under the Trade Marks Act 1994 can be 

liable on conviction at a Magistrates Court to a fine of up to £5000 per 

offence and / or up to a maximum of six months imprisonment and on 

conviction at Crown Court to an unlimited fine and / or up to a 

maximum of ten years imprisonment. 

 

For further information on this press release, please contact Simon Martin on 

020 8937 5533. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please see pictures below >>>> 

 

 

 

 



Counterfeit Sony Charger (External) 

 

 

Counterfeit Sony Charger (Internal) 

 



Genuine Sony Charger (Internal) 

 

John William Evans (59) 

 


