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Counterfeit goods prosecution - Trader ordered to pay £11,000 
 
Traders could face legal action and substantial penalties for making and distributing 
counterfeit goods after a businessman was fined over £11,300 by magistrates, Powys County 
Council has warned. 
 
The council's Trading Standards Service has issued the warning after successfully 
prosecuting John Hennah, trading as The Sticker Store of Libanus, for producing and 
supplying counterfeit stickers.  He was ordered to pay fines and costs totalling £11,315 by 
Brecon Law Courts on Friday 13 November. 
 
He was prosecuted for seven offences under both the Copyright, Designs and Patent Act 
1988 and the Trade Marks Act 1994 and fined £1200 on each charge and further ordered to 
pay £2900 costs and a victim surcharge. 
 
The proceedings involved an internet investigation conducted by trading standard staff and a 
warrant was executed - with the assistance from Dyfed Powys Police - at Hennah's address 
in Libanus in December 2008, following test purchases which proved that he was selling 
counterfeit stickers from an auction site. 
 
The warrant demonstrated he was illegally copying and selling online trade marks of football 
clubs, rugby clubs and most motor manufacturers for vast profits without any permission from 
the trade mark holders and was unlikely to get that permission. 
 
Cllr Graham Brown, board member for Public Protection, said: "We support legitimate 
businesses and local tax payers by targeting illegal shadow economy activities such as 
product counterfeiting which only seek to further destabilise our economy particularly in times 
of recession.  We also support the intellectual property rights of our businesses and wider 
business community." 
 
Clive Jones, the council's Principal Trading Standards Officer with responsibility for Special 
Investigations, said: "Firm action is needed on any issues related to product counterfeiting to 
promote fair trading within our community. 
 
"Our surveillance on illegal activity involving counterfeiting is increasing and we would ask 
users of auction sites or any person offered suspect counterfeit goods, to be vigilant and to 
warn us of any suspicious sellers through our contact points.  Alternatively ring Crimestoppers 
on 0800 555 111." 
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