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Imported counterfeit products lead to prosecutions 
 
Local traders who imported and sold counterfeit goods from China have been prosecuted in 
two separate cases brought by Dorset County Council’s trading standards service. 
 
At Bournemouth Magistrates’ Court on 22 November 2012, Christopher Vailes (aged 27, of 
Hurn Way, Christchurch) was sentenced after pleading guilty to five offences under the Trade 
Marks Act 1994 of possessing and selling counterfeit sportswear, and to one offence of making 
misleading claims on the company’s website, contrary to the Consumer Protection from Unfair 
Trading Regulations 2008. 
 
Vailes was given a community order to carry out 120 hours unpaid work and ordered to pay 
£4066 in prosecution costs. A forfeiture order was also issued by the court for 147 counterfeit 
items seized. 
 
He is the director of Kicks Store Limited, which he operates from Aviation Business Park, next 
to Bournemouth Airport. The business specialises in selling leisure and sportswear over the 
Internet. The court heard how trading standards officers had bought a pair of ‘Nike’ trainers and 
a ‘New Era’ cap which were later examined by the trade mark holders’ representatives and 
found to be counterfeit copies. 
 
Trading standards officers executed a warrant at the company’s premises in May 2011 and 
seized a further 147 items. All the different trade marked items were later examined and found 
to be counterfeit. The items were being offered at a very similar price to the genuine article and 
the Kicks Store Limited website boasted of ‘established relationships in the fashion industry 
over the past 20 years’ and claimed they were ‘one of the most progressive and chic fashion 
companies in the UK’.    
 
In a separate case heard on 16 November 2012, at Bournemouth Crown Court, Helen Weaver 
(aged 44, of Hayes Close, Wimborne) was sentenced to a community order of 100 hours 
unpaid work, having pleaded guilty to 12 offences under the Trade Marks Act 1994 of 
possessing and selling counterfeit handbags and other accessories. Consideration will now be 
given by the Crown Court to the money Weaver made by selling counterfeit goods as part of 
proceedings under the Proceeds of Crime Act. 
 
Helen Weaver sold goods from a small showroom in a converted garage at her home in 
Wimborne. In December 2010, she sold a counterfeit ‘Chanel’ handbag and‘ Louis Vuitton’ 
clutch bag to a trading standards officer as part of a test purchase.  Subsequently, officers 
seized 244 branded goods from her home, including: ‘Chanel’ sunglasses and make-up 
brushes, ‘Mulberry’ handbags and purses and ‘Gucci’ bags and sunglasses. Investigations 
showed she had been importing stock direct form China. 
 
Ivan Hancock, trading standards service manager at Dorset County Council, said: 
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“As these two cases illustrate, anyone buying in goods directly from the Far East must realise 
that they will be held responsible if they sell counterfeit items to UK consumers. Importers have 
a duty to ensure that what they are dealing in is not fake. Internet trading has made it easier for 
individuals to buy counterfeit stock, be that deliberately or by mistake.  
 
“Anyone found selling counterfeit goods should expect formal action to follow and that could 
lead to loss of stock, fines, community orders, confiscation of illegally earned assets or even 
imprisonment.” 
 
For consumers concerned about buying counterfeit goods over the Internet, advice on on-line 
shopping can be found at www.tradingstandards.gov.uk/advice/internet.cfm . This includes links 
to the Brand-I website listing webstores selling genuine products. 
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Notes for editors 
 
 

1. For further information, please telephone Richard Herringshaw (principal trading 
standards Officer) on 01305 224478, or Ivan Hancock (trading standards service 
manager) on 01305 224012.  

 
2. Examples of the seized goods from these cases are available to photograph. 

 
3. To make a complaint about goods purchased or about a trader believed to be selling 

counterfeit goods consumers can call the Citizens Advice consumer helpline on 
08454 04 05 06.  

 
4. Citizens Advice is the first point of contact for consumer advice and complaints 

requiring investigation are passed to the trading standards service for action locally. 
 

5. The county council, through its trading standards has a duty to enforce the Trade 
Marks Act 1994 and the Consumer Protection from Unfair Trading Regulations 
2008. 

 
6. More information on Dorset’s trading standards service is available online at 

www.dorsetforyou.com/tradingstandards . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


