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Fake clothing dealer exposed by trading standards team 
 
A north-east woman has pleaded guilty to being in possession of around 
£11,000 of counterfeit clothing following an investigation by Aberdeenshire 
Council’s Consumer Protection Service.  
 
On Monday, November 24, 2008 Fiona Begg, 46, of Stuartfield, 
Aberdeenshire pleaded guilty at Peterhead Sheriff Court to being in 
possession of the counterfeit clothing, which she intended to supply to 
customers throughout the UK. 
 
The Council’s Consumer Protection Service was originally suspicious of 
clothing that was being sold by Mrs Begg on the Internet auction site ebay 
which resulted in a lengthy and complex criminal investigation. 
 
In July 2006 officers from Consumer Protection searched Mrs Begg’s home 
where large quantities of counterfeit jeans, shirts and jackets falsely labelled 
with brand names such as Diesel, Burberry, Prada, Armani, Lacoste, Dolce & 
Gabbana, Timberland & Henri Lloyd were seized. 
 
The trade in counterfeit goods is estimated to be worth around £10 billion in 
the UK alone and the exchequer loses around £3 billion of revenue every 
year.  
 
Counterfeit goods such as clothing, DVDs, CDs, computer games and 
electrical goods are usually of poor quality, often faulty and can even be 
dangerous. Consumers are extremely unlikely to get any refund for faulty 
counterfeit goods and Consumer Protection advises consumers always to 
ensure purchases of branded goods are made from reputable dealers. 
 
Kevin Fleurs, Principal Trading Standards Officer, said: “This has been one of 
the largest anti-counterfeiting investigations conducted in Aberdeenshire and 
because the goods were being sold via the internet across the UK it has not 
just been a local issue.  
 
“This prosecution should serve as a warning to anybody tempted to sell 
counterfeit goods in Aberdeenshire that this service will fully investigate any 
sellers of such goods the matter will be reported to the Procurator Fiscal.” 
 
Cllr Peter Argyle, chairman of Aberdeenshire Council’s Infrastructure Services 
Committee, said: “I am pleased that this investigation by Aberdeenshire 
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Council’s Consumer Protection Service has resulted in the successful 
prosecution of a person involved in the supply of counterfeit goods.  
 
“Trademark and copyright theft cost legitimate business millions and leave 
consumers disappointed and out of pocket. At a time when economic survival 
is threatened it is in no one’s interest that counterfeiters should continue in 
business.”  
 
Sentence has been deferred to 18 December. The Crown Office also served 
confiscation papers on Mrs Begg in relation to the Proceeds of Crime Act. 
 
Any person with information relating to the supply of counterfeit goods can 
contact Consumer Direct Scotland on 08454 040506 or Crimestoppers on 
0800 555111. 
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Notes for Editors 
 
The Trade Marks Act 1994 creates offences for any person to supply counterfeit 
goods and for any person in the course of a business to be in possession with intent 
to supply counterfeit goods.  
 
The maximum penalties on conviction are an unlimited fine and / or 10 years 
imprisonment. 
 
The Proceeds of Crime (Scotland) Act 1995 allows for an order to recover monies 
made by the accused where they have financially benefitted from the commission of 
the offence. 
 
The counterfeit goods are available to be photographed at the Fraserburgh office. 
For further details contact: 
 
Kevin Fleurs 
Principal Trading Standards Officer 
Consumer Protection 
10 Commerce Street 
Fraserburgh 
01346 510505 
 
Paul Bygrave 
Consumer Protection Manager 
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Gordon House 
Inverurie 
01467 628123 
 
Endsnotes 
 


