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Web of Fakes 

 

On 8th May 2012, a Luton trader was ordered to complete 150 hours of unpaid 

work at Willesden Magistrates Court for illegally selling counterfeit goods from 

his website called “shoppa-holic.com. He was also ordered to pay a 

contribution to the costs of the prosecution taken by Brent and Harrow Trading 

Standards Service of £2,000. 

 

Mr Rajendra Nardani (aged 38) from Lambourn Drive, Luton, advertised on 

the website “gumtree” indicating that he was selling designer goods from his 

website shoppa-holic.com.  

 

The court heard that the offence arose as a result information received by the 

Trading Standards Service, and officers first carried out a purchase of a Louis 

Vuitton handbag from the shoppa-holic.com website which was later 

confirmed as being counterfeit. Two entry warrants were executed at the 

defendants address in Luton, as well another address in Harrow. A total of 

132 branded items of clothing, including t shirts, belts, shoes and handbags 

were seized bearing such well known trademarks as Louis Vuitton, Lacoste, 

Gucci and Polo Ralph Lauren . Following his arrest, Mr Nardani  admitted to 

Trading Standards Officers that he knew that the items that he was selling 

through his website were counterfeit, but he had fallen on hard times and 

needed the extra money to get by. 

 

Bill Bilon, Head of Consumer and Business Protection said: “Buying designer 

goods through the internet is fraught with danger. Consumers must be wary of 

websites that offer these types of goods as it is highly likely that the so called 

designer trademarked items are counterfeit. The internet is an increasing 

source of complaints to my Service and we will be allocating extra resources 

to combat these illegal traders”. 
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Ends 

 

Notes for Editors 

 

1. The Trade Marks Act 1994 creates criminal offences if a person sells, 

offers to sell or possesses for supply, counterfeit goods and a breach 

of this Act could result in a fine of £5000 in the magistrate’s court. 

 

2. For further information on this press release please contact Simon 

Martin on 080 8937 5533. 

 


