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Prison sentence for counterfeit goods offence 
 
A Maesteg man has been sentenced to a 12 month prison sentence for the sale and possession of 

counterfeit goods and laundering the money that he made through the sales. 
 

At Newport Crown Court on 23 December 2008, Huw David Rees of Commercial Street, Maesteg 

pleaded guilty to supplying counterfeit clothing contrary to the Trade Marks Act 1994. 
 

Trading Standards officers from Bridgend County Borough Council discovered the items for sale on 

eBay as part of their ongoing investigations into the sale of counterfeit goods. A number of test 

purchases were made which confirmed that the goods were fake. 
 

When a warrant was executed at Mr. Rees’ home address, counterfeit clothing was found in his 

possession. He later admitted during interview that the clothing was counterfeit, that he had 

previously sold such counterfeit items and that he was aware that it was an offence to do so.   
 

It was also established that Mr. Rees facilitated the supply of counterfeit clothing by setting up eBay 

accounts for a friend who provided the counterfeit clothing from his home in Thailand. Over a two 

year period, more than £90,000 was received on the account names that Mr. Rees had established. 
 

Said Lee Jones, Head of Trading Standards at Bridgend County Borough Council: “We welcome this 

sentence and believe that it sends out a strong message. People may believe that the internet can 

grant anonymity for illegal activity, but this case demonstrates that Trading Standards monitor the 

web and will not fail to take action. 
 

“Selling counterfeit and pirated goods undermines the efforts of local people, organisations and 

businesses to create strong, diverse local economies and safe, cohesive and prosperous 

communities.”  
 
Ends - for more information, contact the Communications team on (01656) 643217, 643663 or 643648. Website: 

www.bridgend.gov.uk Email: talktous@bridgend.gov.uk 
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