
 
PRESS RELEASE 

 
On Wednesday 17th July 2013, Westminster Magistrate’s Court found Pro-Elite Limited guilty of 

possessing and exposing for sale counterfeit goods.  The company was fined a total of £26,000, 

£2,000 towards prosecution costs and ordered to pay £100 towards victim’s surcharge.  

 

The court heard that on 9th February 2011, a shop situated at 43 Oxford Street, London, W1D 

2DY, just a few doors away from the official NIKE store, was selling a number of counterfeit 

sportswear goods as well as unofficial Olympic merchandise. The court heard that the company 

and the Director Mr Sean Kennedy Crane was written to by a number of brand owners to ‘cease 

and desist’ this practice. However, the company continued to sell counterfeit goods when 

Westminster trading standard officers entered the premises along with police and a number of 

brand owners.  The officers then seized a number of goods from the shop. The court heard that 

the size of the operation was spread over 3 floors and a basement. Thousands of  items, mainly 

clothing, bearing names protected by Trade Marks such as Adidas, Puma, Nike and LoCOG, 

were seized under the Trade Marks Act 1994 and the Olympic Symbol etc (Protection) Act 1995 

as they were believed to be counterfeit.  

 

The Director along with another member of staff was arrested. The member of staff who was 

arrested was wanted on an outstanding police warrant. The Director was interviewed later by 

Trading Standards Officers at Charing Cross Police Station to which he gave a no comment 

interview.  

 

The court heard that the premises was so crammed with boxes of counterfeit goods that the fire 

exits were blocked and the fire brigade served a prohibition notice and closed the premises 

immediately.  

 

During the first court hearings the defendant company initially maintained that another trading 

standard’s service gave them permission to sell the goods especially the Olympic based items.  



The court heard that no such permission existed and furthermore the company was advised to 

stop selling counterfeit goods by our colleagues in Camden before the company moved into the 

Westminster area.  

 

The court heard that the company were responsible for the importation of goods from Thailand 

which was also seized and detained at Felixstowe. The goods were then to be sent to Camden 

and then make their way to Westminster.  

   

The case has been drawn out over the last two years as the director pleaded not guilty on 

behalf of the company and himself and then absented himself from the jurisdiction by fleeing to 

Thailand. The court was then reluctant to hear the case in his absence as there was an 

outstanding arrest warrant for the director and a not guilty plea had been entered to the court.  

 

Following a number of court appearances and a skeletal argument to the court, Westminster 

Trading Standards finally managed to separate the proceedings of the company from the 

director leading to this outcome. The proceedings against the director will still go ahead if and 

when he comes back to the UK as there is still an outstanding arrest warrant for him.  

 

Sue Jones, Service Manager, said, “This was a magnificent effort by the police, trade mark 

owners, fire brigade and the trading standards service.  That this trader opened up a counterfeit 

store in London’s prime shopping area beggared belief.  Not only did he cease his operation as 

a result of our actions but we have put other traders on notice about what could happen to them 

if they tried to follow suit. The case against the Director, Sean Crane, is still open and we intend 

to pursue it” 

 

ENDS 

 

For further information on this press release please contact Giles Speid on 

0207 641 2698 or gspeid@westminster.gov.uk 
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