
 

  

15th April 2010 

Church Road Cheat Pays Back Community  
 
A market stall owner who sold fake designer clothing to the public from 

Church Road Market in Neasden was sentenced on 13th April 2010 at Brent 

Magistrates Court to 150 hours of unpaid work and ordered to pay £1,000 

prosecution costs to the London Boroughs of Brent and Harrow Trading 

Standards Service.  

 

Mohammed Farooq, 50, of The Avenue, Wembley, had earlier pleaded guilty 

to 10 offences under the Trade Marks Act 1994 for supplying counterfeit 

garments bearing the names of famous high street brands such as Nike, 

Adidas, Versace, G Star, D&G, Evisu, Lacoste and Ralph Lauren.  

 

The Court heard that Brent and Harrow Trading Standards had made two 

undercover test purchases of a pair of fake Varsace jeans and a Nike track 

suit from the Mr Farooq’s stall prior to the market being raided in an 

enforcement operation on 18th November 2009.  

 

During the search of the defendant’s stall and van by Trading Standards and 

Police Officers a total of 275 items of fake clothing were found with an 

estimated retail value of £18,000. The fake garments, along with £387 which 

Mr Farooq admitted was the takings from the sale of the counterfeit goods, 

were seized by the officers. 

 

Farooq was arrested and then interviewed before being summonsed to 

appear at court in relation to a variety of counterfeiting offences. In sentencing 

Farooq, the Magistrates gave him credit for his early guilty plea and the 

remorse which he expressed for his actions.  

 

Brent & Harrow Trading Standards Service 
 

WORKING IN  PARTNERSHIP  



Bill Bilon, Director of Brent and Harrow Trading Standards Service said after 

the case, “I hope that this case sends a clear message to those involved in 

the sale of counterfeit goods that they need to clean up their act or face 

prosecution. This Service remains as committed as ever to prohibiting the 

sale of counterfeit goods from our local markets to ensure that consumers are 

not being misled into purchasing poor quality goods and that legitimate 

traders are not being disadvantaged through unfair trading practices”. 

**End** 

 

Notes for Editors – 

 

1) Under the Trade Marks Act 1994, it is an offence to possess for sale or 

sell any goods bearing marks which have not been authorised by the 

trade mark owner. The maximum penalty which can be imposed by the 

Magistrates Court is a fine of £5,000 per offence and / or up to 6 

months imprisonment. In the Crown Court the maximum penalty for an 

offence under the Trade Marks Act 1994 is an unlimited fine and / or up 

to ten years imprisonment. 

 

2) For further information on this press release, please contact Simon 

Legg on 0208 937 5522. 

 
3) Pictures of the seizure of goods from Mohammed Farooq at Church 

Road Market are attached below and more are available on request. 
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