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Market Trader in for a Shock 
 

On Wednesday 29th April 2009, a local market trader was ordered to pay fines 

totalling £300 and prosecution costs of £650 for offering for sale unsafe and 

counterfeit goods. 

Mr Inder Kumar Puri (32) of Hanover Circle, Hayes traded in the illicit goods at 

Harrow Market, Greenhill Way, Harrow. Mr Puri pleaded guilty to one offence under 

the Consumer Protection Act 1987 and two offences under the Trade Marks Act 

1994. 

The Court heard that the case arose from a revisit to the traders stall at Harrow 

Market on 2nd October 2008, by Trading Standards Officers. The market is situated in 

the car park at the back of the Debenham’s store in central Harrow. The purpose of 

the inspection was to check for compliance following a previous visit to the stall in 

2007 which resulted in Mr Puri being issued with a caution relating to counterfeit MP3 

and mobile phone accessories being offered for sale on the stall. 

The revisit revealed over 120 infringing items being offered for sale, including unsafe 

travel adapters and counterfeit Duracell batteries as well as Nokia branded mobile 

phone pouches. 

After the seizure, the travel adapters were submitted for independent testing which 

revealed that the items allowed access to live parts and posed the risk of electric 

shock or injury to anyone using them. 

The Duracell batteries and Nokia phone pouches were examined by representatives 

of the trade mark holders, who confirmed the items to be counterfeit. 

 

Speaking after the case, Bill Bilon, Director of Brent & Harrow Trading Standards 

Service said, “The serious safety failings are a major concern in this case. To make 

matters worse the trader was again found to be dealing in counterfeit goods, despite 



being issued with a caution only the year before. This Service will not tolerate traders 

who sell such goods to unsuspecting members of the public.” 

**End** 

 

Notes for Editors – 

 

1. The maximum penalty under the Consumer Protection Act 1987 is £5000 

and/or six months imprisonment per offence.  

 

2. A person guilty of an offence under the Trade Marks Act 1994 can be liable 

on conviction at a Magistrates Court to a fine of up to £5000 per offence and / 

or up to a maximum of six months imprisonment and on conviction at Crown 

Court to an unlimited fine and / or up to a maximum of ten years 

imprisonment. 

 

3. For further information on this press release, please contact Simon Martin on 

020 8937 5533. 

 




