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Market trader tagged 

On the 29th October 2013, at Willesden Magistrates, a Wembley Market trader 
was sentenced to a curfew order of 3 months, where he was ordered to 
remain within his home between 8 p.m. and 6.30 a.m. The defendant, Mr 
Maroofkhel (aged 19) of Eglinton Road, Plumstead was further ordered to 
refrain from entering Wembley Market for 12 months and ordered to make a 
contribution of £200 to prosecution costs and pay a victim surcharge of £60. 

Mr Mohammed Maroofkhel pleaded guilty to 11 offences under the Trade 
Marks Act 1994 for attempting to sell 1239 items of counterfeit clothing from a 
stall at Wembley Market on 7th July 2013. 

The haul of fake goods included Tiffany Jewellery, Rolex Watches, Chanel 
jewellery and Louis Vuitton wallets, purses and accessories. Had the designer 
garments been genuine, they would have been worth nearly £200,000. 

The Magistrates heard that Brent & Harrow Trading Standards conducted a 
joint operation with the police and private investigators representing Tiffany 
Jewellery on the day of seizure.  

A test purchase was carried out at the stall after which police arrested Mr 
Maroofkhel. Mr Maroofkhel was later interviewed at Wembley Police Station 
during which he stated that he had been working on the market for some time 
and that he was being paid £25 a day by somebody called ‘Jay’. However, 
when asked by officers to describe ‘Jay’ Mr Maroofkel made no comment. 

At the hearing, Mr Maroofkhel, who was represented by a duty solicitor, told 
the Magistrates that he did not intentionally break the law as he had no 
knowledge the goods were fake and no understanding of the legislation. 

The Magistrates commented that they had taken into consideration Mr 
Maroofkhel’s early guilty plea and his financial circumstances when passing 
sentence.  

Speaking after the case, Bill Bilon, Head of Consumer & Business Protection 
said: 

"Yet again this is an example of another trader at Wembley Market selling 
fake goods. However, this case once again shows that if individuals turn up at 
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the market seeking either casual employment on stalls selling fake designer 
clothing or they are simply individuals intent on selling fake goods, then they 
must appreciate that there are consequences to their actions. The sentence 
imposed by the court in this case is a reflection of how seriously the court 
takes such matters. Hopefully it will be a lesson to others who are 
contemplating doing the same". 
 

 

**End** 

Notes for Editors – 

 

1) Under the Trade Marks Act 1994, it is an offence to possess for sale or 

sell any goods bearing marks which have not been authorised by the 

trade mark owner. The maximum penalty which can be imposed by the 

Magistrates Court is a fine of £5,000 per offence and / or up to 6 

months imprisonment. In the Crown Court the maximum penalty for an 

offence under the Trade Marks Act 1994 is an unlimited fine and / or up 

to ten years imprisonment. 

 

2) Wembley Market is now closed but the magistrates stressed that 

should Wembley Market reappear the order would apply tot hat market.  

 

3) Photos of the stall are available as PDF files upon request, 

 

4) For further information on this press release, please contact Andrew 

Clooney on 020 8937 5515. 

 

 


