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ACG AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE IN ANTI-COUNTERFEITING 
PRESENTATIONS 2012 

(for work in 2011) 
 

Each year, ACG makes awards to Trading Standards Officers and 

Departments, Police, Customs and other enforcement organisations, for 

exceptional work in the fight against counterfeiting during the preceding year.   

 

ACG members nominate candidates in each category, and a panel of 

members then decides who should receive the awards.  It's 18 years since 

ACG introduced these awards to mark the implementation of the duty placed 

on local authorities to enforce the relevant provisions of the Trade Marks Act 

1994.    

 

Starting in 2007, ACG now dedicates the Individual Award for excellence in 

anti-counterfeiting to a dear friend and colleague to many of us, Dave 

Hankinson of Ford, who sadly died of cancer in summer 2006.   

 

With the permission of his widow, Eleanor, and grateful thanks to Ford for so 

generously sponsoring it, we have a special cup, which is to be engraved 

each year with the name of the winner. 

 

This year, this very special award will go to BEN PROCTER, CITY OF 

LEICESTER TRADING STANDARDS.  Ben has shown phenomenal 

commitment to anti -counterfeiting work. He has led a number of 

investigations into large scale counterfeiting operations in one of the capitals 

of counterfeiting (Manchester being another), two of which have resulted in 

convictions within the last 12 months and a third is being prepared for 

prosecution.  The first two cases between them also recovered over £½ 

million-worth of fakes. 
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There are also two Highly Commended Individual Officers - ALAN 

GRIFFIN, LINCOLNSHIRE TS and CLARE FORBES, WEST YORKSHIRE 

TS. 

 

Despite restricted resources, Alan put together a massive raid on Ingoldmills 

market in which all the conspirators were arrested before their homes, market 

stalls and storage depots were cleared of fake product.  The POCA result is 

expected to run into millions.   

 

Clare inspires all who work with her and has worked hard to get all 35 

Council-run markets in West Yorkshire signed up to the Real Deal charter - 

she is now targetting privately-run markets. Clare is also adept at using social 

media to spread the fake-free message.   

 

DEPARTMENTAL AWARD 

The winner this year, from amongst so many TS departments deserving of 

recognition, is BIRMINGHAM CITY COUNCIL.  They are consistently 

prepared to tackle large complex cases and work excellently both as a team 

and with other TD depts and outside agencies.  

 

HIGHLY COMMENDED 

There are two highly commended departments - LEICESTERSHIRE and 

KENT COUNTY COUNCILS. 

 

KENT has achieved further improvements to their already excellent work 

while seeing a 24% reduction in staffing since 2010.  In 2011 they increased 

their partnership working with the UK Border Force to target the Kent ports 

(the many seizures include 9000 fake and dangerous toys).  They also 

developed their work at Pedham Place boot fair, one of the most prolific 

sources of fakes in the country.   
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This focussed on intel gathering and covert surveillance, in one particular 

case working closely with Kent Police and Essex TS, then taking on cases 

from other TS authorities against the same targets to prove conspiracy 

charges.  A similar method is in place there this year, but so far the problem 

seems to be reduced to almost nothing 

 

LEICESTERSHIRE similarly underwent a major reduction in staff in 2010 but 

introduced an enhanced focus on unfair trading practices which brought IPR 

enforcement into a new team resulting in a thorough review, and new 

operational and training procedures, including with brand owners.  The county 

is home to Donington Market and in 2011, over £½ million-worth of fakes were 

seized on 18 occasions, many at Donington, resulting in numerous 

prosecutions.  The team is increasing its partnership working with other 

agencies and is also running an excellent media campaign to help raise 

awareness. 

 

In all we have FIVE SPECIAL COMMENDATIONS this year, to units and 

individuals in three different areas of IPR enforcement. 

 

MET POLICE E-CRIME UNIT 

The whole team has been nominated for this award, of which Stephen Truick 

is certainly no stranger - this being the 4th occasion that he has been 

nominated!  He finally has a team to work with on the extraordinary internet 

takedown operation which he first started some years ago.  They have 

continued to achieve so much with limited resources, taking action against 

fake websites, which brand owners are unable to do themselves, extending 

their reach and removing sites which are often based outside the UK, and 

pose a growing public and economic threat. 
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KIRSTY SCOTT & CRAIG BEATON 

Interventions Department, Scottish Crime & Drug Agency 

The SCDEA is really pushing the boundaries with its successful campaigns 

against fakes, the Scottish Golf Show (visited by people from all over Europe) 

and the annual 'Girls Day Out' event in Glasgow being notable examples, with 

19,000 visitors and 40,000 visitors respectively (the latter over three days). 

 

They use every opportunity to expose the myths surrounding counterfeiting, 

from exhibiting as Glasgow Airport during the holiday season to attending 

these major events.  ACG members have supported them with fake product 

and information and not only have they increased consumer and law 

enforcement awareness in Scotland, they have also achieved outstanding 

media coverage.  

 

SGT DARREN THOMASON 

Cheetham Hill Division of Greater Manchester Police 

 

Sgt Thomason is always very supportive of brand owners and his team has 

instigated many raids and prosecutions, working long hours - unsung heroes, 

but at last recognised with this special commendation.   

 

D.I. CHRIS NEILSON (Economic Crime Unit, Sussex Police) & NEIL 

FELLINGHAM (South-East GAIN - Government Agency Intelligence Network) 

 

Chris and Neil work closely tackling counterfeiting at markets and car boot 

sales in Sussex and the South-East, with notable results.  They are also 

improving the exchange of intelligence between law enforcement agencies, 

and including IP crime in their tactical threat assessment for the region. 
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CAREER ACHIEVEMENT AWARD  

BILL BILON is the Director of Trading Standards at Brent & Harrow, and is 

also coordinating London TS Olympic operations.   

 

He is truly a quiet hero of IPR enforcement -he believes in a light touch 

approach, but has led many tough and successful operations in his patch, 

which includes this very Stadium, and also the notorious Wembley Market!   


