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Each year, ACG makes awards to trading standards 
officers and departments, police, customs and other 
enforcement organisations, for exceptional work in 
the fight against counterfeiting during the preceding 
year. 
 

The awards were introduced by ACG to mark the 
implementation of the duty placed on local authori-
ties to enforce the counterfeiting provisions of the 
Trade Marks Act 1994.  ACG members and senior 
enforcement officers nominate candidates in each 
category, and a panel of ACG members then        
decides who should receive the awards - this is our 
14th year! 
 

Our judges had a tough time as usual deciding who 
should receive awards this year. Counterfeiting        
is a serious organised crime and the profits fund 
other very nasty crimes such as drugs, guns and 
people-smuggling, child pornography and even     
terrorist   activity. So law enforcement officers are 
engaging with some extremely unpleasant criminals, 
and are to be congratulated for protecting not only 
industry, but also consumers who are at risk from 
sub-standard and even dangerous fake goods.  We 
are very grateful for their sterling work. 
 

Dave Hankinson Award - Individual TS Officer 
Starting last year, ACG now dedicates the Individual 
Award for excellence in anti-counterfeiting to a dear 
friend and colleague to many of us, Dave Hankinson 
of Ford, who sadly died of cancer in summer 2006.  
With the permission of his widow, Eleanor, and 
grateful thanks to Ford for so generously sponsoring 
it, we have a special cup, to be engraved each year 
with the name of the winner. 
 

The first cup winner, in 2007, was Andy Bradshaw, 
then of Hackney TS, who attended our Spring    
Conference in 2008 as Corporate Security Manager 
for Pentland Group plc.  He was therefore on hand 
to pass on the cup to our 2008 winner,  Martin Dale 
- Hampshire County Council (below right). 

 
Martin's work at Blackbushe Market has been exem-
plary, achieving excellent collaboration with market 
organisers, police and brand owners.  His methods 
offer a model for how to go about IPR enforcement 
in markets and car boot fairs across the country.  
Dedication, perseverance and hard work have     
resulted in a dramatic reduction in the sale of fakes 
at market outlets.  While the resulting displacement 
of fake traders may be creating a headache for    
authorities in other counties, we salute Martin's 
achievements in Hampshire! 
 

We also had two Highly Commended officers,   
Jon Ashby, Brent & Harrow Trading Standards 
Service and Nicola Bray, City of Manchester both 
of whom we hope to present with their awards     
locally at a later date. 
 

Our Departmental Award went to 2 winners this 
year - City of Liverpool and City of Westminster. 
 

Liverpool TS's imaginative approach to St Johns 
market involved taking an office in the market itself,  
patrolling and seizing counterfeit goods from there.  
They have also put resources into tackling Heritage 
Market, in the docks area each Sunday, teamed up 
with the police; it was practically closed down by   
the end of 2007, and has now re-opened with the 
owners working more closely with TS to keep it 
clean.  Their award will be presented locally. 
 

Westminster TS have shown outstanding commit-
ment in tackling counterfeits in their area during 
2007.  Traders from Oxford Street to Bayswater 
have been raided, with two major operations          
co-ordinated by TS: Operation Scrooge last Christ-
mas, in Oxford Street - jointly with police and       
Regional Asset Recovery Teams (RART).      

Operation Jenna - undercover in June 2007 in      
Ealing, resulted from action against traders in    
Westminster, recovering £250K of designer fakes.   
 

Frank King (above left) attended our Spring Confer-
ence to accept the award, with colleagues Jim Barr, 
Samantha Cowell and Giles Speid. 
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profited from the sale of counterfeits at Bovingdon     
Market.  
 

This is ground-breaking stuff and could    establish a 
valuable precedent for future actions against market 
organisers.  However, it is still 'work in progress' 
since leave to appeal has recently been granted. So 
we hope to have more good news     during 2008!  
 

Guy Pratt, Head of Service, and Lesley Davidson 
who has been managing the Wendy Fair Markets 
case, both attended our Spring Conference to      
accept the award. 

Special Commendations are awarded to other law 
enforcement agencies and organisations and we 
were delighted this year that police support for TS 
appears to be on the increase. 
 

Collyhurst Police Station,  
Greater Manchester Police 

 

The Alpha two team of the Neighbourhood Policing 
Team have worked tirelessly over the past six 
months of 2007 raiding premises in the Bury New 
Road/Strangeways area of Manchester.  In that 
time, raids have taken upwards of 13 million pounds 
worth of counterfeits!   
 

Regular raids in the Cheetham Hill area have really 
caused some serious disruption to illicit trade there. 
Without their continuing support, Manchester TSD 
would be unable to raid so frequently - on one      
occasion they provided over 40 officers to help. 

We then had two Highly Commended winners in 
the departmental award section: 
 

Lincolnshire County Council 
Lincolnshire TS achieved excellent collaboration 
with police last year, in a joint operation under the 
code name ECO (East Coast Project) which will  
resume this summer.  This successfully addressed 
longstanding problems at Ingoldmells and Skegness 
markets - the fakes sold there being very popular 
with holidaymakers from nearby Butlins and Fantasy 
Island.  Their terrific teamwork produced great     
results - 11 successful prosecutions and 3 cases still 
awaiting trial. 
 

Nick Dawes attended to accept the award. 

from left to right:  Graeme Woodcock - Pernod Ricard, ACG Chair,  
Nick Dawes - Lincolnshire County Council Trading Standards 

from left to right:  Guy Pratt, Graeme Woodcock - Pernod Ricard, ACG Chair &  
Lesley Davidson - Hertfordshire County Council Trading Standards 

Hertfordshire County Council 
During 2007 Herts was involved in successful  
prosecutions and POCA confiscation proceedings 
against Wendy Fair Markets and its Directors, who 
have been convicted of money laundering for having  

C 1378 Seb Clarke, Lincolnshire Police - East      
Division and the East Division, Skegness Sector 

 

All police divisions in the county are regularly        
involved in IPR enforcement work and are very   
supportive.  Seb Clarke and his East Division       
deserve particular mention, jointly and severally,   
for the notable co-operation between this Division 
and other agencies in 2007.  Seb Clarke has led  
this e.g. in Operation ECO with Lincolnshire TS, 
seizing goods and equipment, detaining suspects, 
conducting searches and interviewing defendants. 
 

The Division as a whole has achieved particular  
impact in this area of operation during 2007,       
supporting TS efforts, with 11 successful prosecu-
tions and three still awaiting a result.  Again, both 
these awards will be presented locally. 
Finally, we were able to surprise three of our      
Conference speakers with unexpected awards -       
it was great fun seeing their faces!  DS Stephen    
Truick, Metropolitan Police Central e-Crime Unit  
has  been  working  devotedly  ( in  addition  to  his  
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 It began by establishing points of contact and group  
mentors, with the services of Cardiff students.  Last  
spring, Handley and Lee addressed ACG's Internet 
Group and we then encouraged our brand owner 
members to contact them direct with suspects and 
cases relating to Internet counterfeits. 
 

Handley & Lee's hard work and dedication have   
ensured that this ground-breaking initiative gained 
huge momentum in 2007 and has inspired other  
authorities to commit resources to setting up         
effective Internet   enforcement procedures. 

from left to right:  Graeme Woodcock -  Pernod Ricard, ACG Chair &  
DS Steve Truick - Metropolitan Police Central e-Crime Unit 

existing duties) on phishing and corporate identity 
theft, to devise ways of establishing liability, locate       
suspects and deliver results which will set useful 
precedents for dealing with all kinds of online       
offences.  His work in 2007 earned him a Special 
Commendation. 

from left to right: Handley Brustad - Cardiff CC TS,  
Graham Woodcock - Pernod Ricard, ACG Chair & Lee Jones - Bridgend CBC TS 

Awards were also presented later in the year           
to some of the winners who could not attend our 
Spring Conference.  
 

World Anti-Counterfeiting Day seemed too       
good an opportunity to miss, when we launched our 
SnideUK campaign with a raid on Mickey Nomark's 
stall beside the Manchester Eye. 
 

Nicola Bray from Manchester City Council Trading 
Standards received a Highly Commended award    
for her excellent enforcement work in 2007, in a   
locality where counterfeiting is a daily problem.  
Having worked to secure police support, she has 
carried out raids on premises selling counterfeit 
goods in an effective campaign of disruption with 
Greater Manchester police.    
 

(Duty had called for Steve Dixon, Collyhurst Police,  
with whom Nicola had worked very closely on  
several projects so their Highly Commended Award 
will be presented on another date.) 
 

A bus-load of TS officers then arrived en masse 
from Liverpool, to play their part in the day and to 
accept their Departmental Award, presented by 
ACG DG Ruth Orchard.  The award was made fol-
lowing their success with enforcement at St Johns 
market, as detailed above. John McHale, Senior 
TSO, accepted the award on behalf of Liverpool 
Trading Standards Department.   

We don't always make Special Individual  
Achievement Awards but given the fantastic      
progress made in the Netwise project by Handley 
Brustad, Cardiff TS and Lee Jones,  Bridgend TS, 
this was too good a chance to miss. 
 

Netwise was launched after a successful bid to the 
DTi in 2004/05 
 

‘To develop and maintain a co-ordinated approach 
to Internet enforcement by Trading Standards      
services in Wales.’ 




