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‘A Close Shave with the Law’ 

 
On Wednesday 3rd September 2008, Kevin Kirk Johns pleaded guilty to four 

offences under the Trade Marks Act 1994 at Harrow Magistrates Court.  The 

defendant (aged 31) was fined £3,000 and ordered to pay full prosecution 

costs of £1,532 to the London Boroughs of Brent & Harrow Trading Standards 

Service.   

 

Mr Johns operated his business on the internet (‘Razorsuk.com’) from his 

residential address at Old Church Lane, Stanmore, Middlesex, where he lived 

with his partner. The Magistrates heard that the case arose after Brent and 

Harrow Trading Standards Service received a tip off from investigators 

working on behalf of Proctor & Gamble alleging that the defendant was selling 

counterfeit Gillette razorblades. 

 

On 2nd October 2007, an undercover Trading Standards Officer placed an 

order for a pack of ‘Fusion Power Blades’ and a pack of ‘Mach 3 Turbo 

Blades’ costing a total of £12.00.  The goods were subsequently delivered to 

an address in Harrow and were later identified as counterfeit by a 

representative of the trade mark owner.  

 

Trading Standards Officers, accompanied by the Stanmore Safer 

Neighbourhood Team and an expert witness, executed an entry warrant at the 

Mr John’s address on 31st January 2008. Over 140 packs of counterfeit 

razorblades were seized, along with two laptop computers and a large 

quantity of the defendant’s business documents.  
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Evidence obtained from PayPal, an online banking facility used by Mr Johns, 

showed the defendant received over £11,000 from the sale of razorblades 

which he had imported from China. 

 

A forensic analysis of the defendant’s laptops revealed that he had continued 

trading in the fake razor blades despite complaints from his customers 

informing him that the blades were counterfeit.  

 

In passing sentence the Magistrates gave credit to Mr Johns for his early 

guilty plea, his previous good character and the fact that he had shown 

remorse for what he had done.   

 

Bill Bilon, Director of Brent & Harrow Trading Standards Service said, “This 

Service will not tolerate traders who sell fake and poor quality goods to 

unsuspecting members of the public.  When buying goods on the internet you 

cannot examine them in the same way you would in the shop which makes it 

even more difficult to spot counterfeit products. All types of household 

products are counterfeited these days and this case shows how far some 

people will go to in order to cash in on the reputation of leading brands”.   

 

**End** 

 

Notes for Editors – 

 

• For further information on this press release, please contact Simon 

Legg on 020 8937 5522 

 

• Photographs of the counterfeit razor blades are available upon request 
 


