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A Chinese man who masterminded a £1 million fake trainer smuggling racket in the UK was sentenced to 
three years imprisonment today.  

Zheng Liang, 32, also known as Feng Lian, pleaded guilty to committing trademark offences after an 
investigation Harrow Council uncovered over 17,000 pairs of counterfeit Nike and Y-3 trainers at several self-
storage units.  

This was the largest quantity of fakes recovered from one individual, and had they been genuine, the shoes 
would have been worth at least £1 million.  

Liang, of Argyll Road, Woolwich, south London, moved to England in 2006 but is not legally registered under 
either of his names in this country.  

He imported hundreds of fake trainers each week and distributed them to vendors across the country to be 
sold on at markets and over the internet.  

Sentencing Liang at Harrow Crown Court, Judge Bernard Richmond QC said: "I understand immediately that 
life back home was probably very tough and I understand that you probably wanted to do the best for you 
and for your young family.  

"You engaged unlawfully in a very well organised and sophisticated business importing and selling fake 
trainers.  

"Whether the people who bought them knew they were fake or believed they were genuine one cannot say, 
but what one can say is that they would never have been of the quality of the genuine article.  

"You came here illegally and what you have done over the last few months has effectively deceived 
everybody and that cannot be tolerated.  

"I'm afraid it seems to me that a message must go out that the courts will not tolerate this sort of activity from 
anybody."  

The judge gave Liang credit for pleading guilty and for not having any previous convictions. But he said: "You 
were warned in your interview last year and rather than stop you seem to have doubled your activity and that 
is a serious aggravating factor."  

During the investigation five separate seizures were carried out at self-storage units in Hertfordshire, 
Berkshire, Middlesex and London.  

It is believed Liang was one of the country's biggest wholesalers, and was responsible for a large percentage 
of the poor quality fake trainers which are sold across the UK.  

Liang has already served 132 days in custody and this will be discounted from his sentence. The judge said 
he would serve half of the sentence in prison and remain on licence for the rest.  

Simon Legg, assistant head of trading standards at Harrow Council, said: "It's a very good sentence. It 
reflects the severity and the size of the investigation.  

"I hope that this sends a clear message to others who think that they can make a quick buck from selling 
counterfeit goods.  



"The court took into consideration that he knew what he was doing was illegal back in 2007.  

"Rather than scale down his operation he, in fact, increased his business."  
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