
  
 
                 

23rd May 2008 
 

 
PRESS RELEASE 

 
 

Trading Standards take action to tackle supply of fake goods  
 
 
Brent and Harrow Trading Standards Service have just completed a series of 

targeted visits to local newsagents within the two boroughs which has 

uncovered a wide range of counterfeit products that are being sold to 

unsuspecting members of these public. These fake goods include everyday 

household products such as batteries, cigarette lighters, condoms, razor 

blades and printer ink cartridges  

 

Trading Standards Officers are investigating 43 local businesses that were 

found to be selling fake goods from their premises.  Worryingly, the haul of 

counterfeit goods included:- 482 packets of Duracell batteries, 397 packets of 

Durex condoms, 157 Clipper lighters and 57 Gillette razors. These goods 

were seized by Trading Standards Officers from newsagents following a rise 

in the number of businesses stocking up on cheap imitations of well known 

brands.    

 

This news comes the same week that Mr Rashid Shabbir Mohamed (21) of 

Morley Crescent, Edgware, who traded as ‘Samand Traders’, pleaded guilty 

to offences under the Trade Marks Act 1994 for supplying counterfeit Hewlett 

Packard and Samsung printer ink cartridges. On 21st May 2008, Harrow 

Magistrates Court fined Mr Mohamed £2,000 and ordered him to pay £1,700 

prosecution costs to Brent & Harrow Trading Standards Service. 

 

Brent & Harrow Trading Standards Service 
 

WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP 



The case was brought by the Trading Standards Service following a tip-off 

from private investigators working on behalf of Samsung Electronics that 

Rashid Mohamed was trading in counterfeit printer ink cartridges. 

 

The investigation revealed that the defendant was wholesaling printer 

cartridges to retailers across the UK having advertised them on the internet. 

The private investigators had made undercover test purchases of Samsung 

branded printer cartridges from Mr Rashid which he was selling at more than 

50% below market value.  

 

Trading Standards Officers, accompanied by Wealdstone Safer 

Neighbourhood Police Team, swooped on Rashid’s offices, which were based 

above the ‘In Shops’, High Street, Wealdstone, at the very moment 

Samsung’s private investigators were about to collect a further consignment 

of counterfeit printer ink cartridges. Over 200 Hewlett Packard and Samsung 

counterfeit printer ink cartridges were seized. Mr Mohamed was arrested and 

taken to South Harrow Police station for questioning where he admitted to 

importing and trading in counterfeit printer ink cartridges. 

 

Bill Bilon, Director of Brent and Harrow Trading Standards, said “Our 

investigations shows that there is a huge proliferation in the sale of counterfeit 

goods in this area by traders who, in some cases, may not even know that 

they are dealing in infringing articles. Retailers are sourcing these fake 

products from door to door salesman, or other unscrupulous outlets at 

cheaper prices then they would normally pay if the goods were genuine and 

supplied by their usual wholesalers.  However, in most cases the public still 

end up paying the normal price for these counterfeit goods that are invariably 



inferior in quality and, in some instances, unsafe. I urge both the public and 

local businesses to be extra vigilant as these investigations shows that 

counterfeiting is no longer limited to designer goods and DVDs but is more 

widespread and includes everyday household goods that no one would 

suspect of being fake”. 

 

If members of the public find that they have bought counterfeit goods, they are 

advised to report the matter to Brent and Harrow Trading Standards on 020 

8937 5555 who would like to hear of any instances where such goods have 

been sold within the two Boroughs.  

 

 

ENDS 

 

NOTES TO EDITORS 
 

1. For more information, please contact Simon Legg of Brent and Harrow 

Trading Standards on 0208 937 5522.  

 

2. Photographs are available of the counterfeit goods on request. 

 

 


