
 

 
Counterfeit trader to pay the price 
 
A Rochdale man found to have benefited to the tune of £103,470 from selling 
counterfeit goods on eBay has been ordered to pay the money back. 

Matthew Zac Bunnell, of Doldrum Farm, Wood Lane, Norden, Rochdale, was 
sentenced to nine months in jail suspended for two years in October 2006 for two 
offences of selling goods or packaging which bore a sign identical to or likely to have 
been mistaken for registered trade marks without the consent of the trade mark 
owner. 

He was also ordered to do 180 hours unpaid Community Service work for five further 
offences under the Trade Marks Act 1984 and ordered to pay court costs of £4,421. 
The court also ordered the destruction of the seized counterfeit items. 

Following his conviction, Rochdale Council Trading Standards Service asked the 
court to confiscate the money he had made from his crimes. 

A judge at Bolton Crown Court, sitting in Bury (on 21 March), ruled that Bunnell had 
gained £65,494.88 indirectly and £37,975.60 directly from his criminal conduct. 

Judge Melton made a Confiscation Order that means Bunnell must pay all his 
available assets of £15,279 within the next six months or face nine months in jail. 

In future, Bunnell will also have to pay back the rest of the £103,470 from any assets 
he has in the future. 

In August 2004, Trading Standards and the Police raided Bunnell’s then home in War 
Office Road, Bamford, Rochdale, with a warrant and seized 127 items, including 
counterfeit ‘Ray-Ban’ and ‘Gucci’ designer sunglasses, and ‘Burberry’ and ‘Armani’ 
designer watches. 

In total, Bunnell sold over 1000 counterfeit items on eBay, the Internet auction 
website, netting him more than £30,000. 

Andy Glover, Rochdale’s Chief Trading Standards Officer, said: “Working with the 
Police, Trading Standards will use every sanction possible against criminals who try 
to use counterfeit goods to defraud the public and legitimate traders. Anyone 
involved in counterfeiting risks losing not just their liberty but also large amounts of 
money.” 

 


