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29 January 2010 
 
Counterfeit Goods Dealer Prosecuted 
 
A man who was stopped by Dorset Police and found to be in possession of counterfeit 
chainsaws, has been prosecuted by Dorset County Council’s Trading Standards Service. 
 
These chainsaws are also considered to be a potential safety hazard and anyone who has 
purchased one should not use it. 
 
On 28 January 2010, at Weymouth Magistrates’ Court, Mr Carmine Paolillo  (Aged 36, of 
Naples, Italy) pleaded guilty  to an offence under the Trade Marks Act 1994 of having in 
possession with a view to sale  8  counterfeit Stihl chainsaws.  Mr Paolillo was fined £550 and 
orderd to pay prosecution costs of £50  and a forfeiture order was made for  the 8 chainsaws.  
 
The court heard how Paolillo had been stopped by Traffic Officers  from Dorset Police in the 
Charmouth area and  was found to have, 8 new chainsaws, in the boot of his car. Each bore 
the trademark Stihl. The police had received some complaints the previous day of someone 
knocking on doors trying to sell chainsaws and had put out an alert. Officers contacted  Dorset 
County Council Trading Standards Service,  and the  items were identified as counterfeit.  Due 
to their construction they were also considered to be unsafe as each had a trigger lock and they 
would continue to operate if dropped.  
 
When interviewed by Trading Standards Officers,  he stated that he was a salesman normally 
selling clothing but had sold chainsaws in the past. On the 22 /1/10, he had swapped a number 
of suits and jackets for the chainsaws, with a contact he had in Birmingham. He had 16 in total 
and had sold 8 so far. He was aware that they were counterfeit and claimed never to describe 
them as Stihl. He sold them for £100.  
 
Bill Jaggs , Head of Regulatory Services for Dorset County Council  said: 

“The sale of counterfeit goods can undermine local retailers trying to make an honest living, 
and the sale of counterfeits also helps fund more serious criminal activity by those further up 
the supply chain. This matter is of further concern due to the potential danger posed by these  
items and we would urge anyone who has purchased one of these chainsaws not to use it.” 

“This case also highlights the importance of partnership work and  cooperation between  Dorset 
Police  and the Dorset County Council Trading Standards Service. I am pleased that our 
officers were able to respond promptly to bring this matter to a swift conclusion.  
 
Inspector Ernie Henley from Dorset Police said, "This case demonstrates that our partnership 
work with Dorset County Council Trading Standards is very important. It is about ensuring the 
safety and security of the people of Dorset, and about bringing offenders to justice."    
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Notes for editors 
 
1. For further information, please telephone Ivan Hancock or Paul Carter, Divisional Trading 

Standards Managers, on 01305 224852. 
2. Photographs of the counterfeit goods  are available. 
3. To make a complaint about goods purchased or about a trader believed to be selling 

counterfeit goods consumers can call Consumer Direct 08454 04 05 06. Consumer Direct 
is the first point of contact for consumer advice and complaints requiring investigation are 
passed to the Trading Standards Service for action locally. 

4. Dorset County Council, through the work of its Trading Standards Service has a duty to 
enforce the Trade Marks Act 1994. Under this Act a criminal offence can be committed if 
any person sells, exposes for sale, or even possesses for sale any counterfeit goods.  

 
5. More information on Dorset’s Trading Standards Service is available online at 

www.dorsetforyou.com/index.jsp?articleid=384209 . 


