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Press Release 4th March 2008  

Brent & Harrow Trading Standards  

Counterfeit Clothing – Market Trader Fined 
Mark Grainger, Harrow Crown Court 

On Tuesday 4th March 2008, a trader operating at Wembley Market was fined £4500 by 
Harrow Crown Court and ordered to pay prosecution costs of a further £4500 to the 
London Boroughs of Brent & Harrow Trading Standards Service.  
 
Mark Grainger, aged 37, of Bailey Close, Rainham, Essex, pleaded guilty to six offences 
under the Trade Marks Act 1994 and the Trade Descriptions Act 1968 for selling 
counterfeit tracksuits bearing the names of a number of well known designer companies.   
 
In addition to the fine and costs the defendant was ordered to forfeit the counterfeit 
goods to the Trading Standards Service.  
 
The Court heard that the case arose after Trading Standards Officers carried out two 
inspections of the defendant’s stall at Wembley Market in October and December 2005.   
 
On both occasions when Trading Standards Officers arrived at the stall they found that it 
had been left abandoned by Mr. Grainger.  As a result of these inspections, a total of 462 
tracksuits bearing the well-known brand names of Prada, Nike, Timberland and Lacoste 
were seized as they were suspected of being counterfeit.   
 
The Court was told by the prosecution that had the tracksuits been genuine, they would 
have been worth over £40,000. 
 
Throughout the investigation Mr Grainger maintained that the goods belonged to a Mr. 
Renton, yet evidence obtained from the market operator showed that he himself was the 
registered stall holder.  
 
The Court heard that covert recordings made by Trading Standards before their 
inspection in December 2005 showed the defendant selling goods from the stall.  
 
During the hearing the defendant’s barrister informed the Court that his client had worked 
at markets for over 20 years and knew that the goods he was selling were counterfeit. 
 
Bill Bilon, Director of Brent & Harrow Trading Standards Service said, “I am very pleased 
with the sentence imposed by the court as it reflects the serious nature of these offences.   
 
This Service remains as committed as ever to prohibiting the sale of counterfeit goods 
from Wembley Market. Not only are the registered trade marks of leading companies 
being infringed, but consumers are being misled into purchasing inferior quality goods 
which provide very poor value for money. 
 
 I hope that this case will send a clear message to those involved in the sale of 
counterfeit goods that they need to clean up their act or face prosecution." 


