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CIGARETTE FRAUDSTER JAILED IN MANCHESTER 
Thursday, 28 February 2008 

 
From HM Revenue & Customs press release 

 
 

A 35-year old man, Colin Haines, pleaded guilty and was jailed for four years on 
Monday at Manchester Crown Court for his part in a major counterfeit cigarette 
smuggling scam when he was working for a freight company based at Manchester 
airport.  
 
During the operation HMRC officers recovered a total of 8,270,000 cigarettes 
equating to a duty evasion in excess of £1.7million.  
 
The subsequent HMRC wider investigation found that there had been other 
suspicious importations, leading to the seizure of over 25million cigarettes.  
In mitigation defence counsel advised that Haines had received a 'fee' of £20,000 for 
assisting and facilitating the illegal importation from China. 
 
 He had accepted the 'inducement' from others unknown on the basis that he was 
severely in debt and he 'bitterly regretted' his actions, and had tried to assist the 
prosecution by pleading guilty at the first opportunity (in December 2007 at 
Manchester Crown Court).  
 
In court this week, His Honour Judge Hammond saw the mount of duty put at risk 
and Haines' use of inside knowledge as highly significant, and added that If the case 
had gone to trial a sentence of in excess of six years may have been warranted.   
 
However, due to Haine's guilty plea and allowing for other factors, he was willing to 
allow a reduction in sentencing, and therefore gave Haines four years imprisonment.  
Haines now faces a confiscation hearing scheduled for the end of March 2008 under 
the Proceeds of Crime Act.  
 
For further details of the HMRC tobacco smuggling strategy and all seizure statistics 
read the HMRC Autumn Performance Report 2006 or the Departmental Report 2007 
both available online at http://www.hmrc.gov.uk along with other statistical reports.  


