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Trading Standards Prosecution: Counterfeit Clothing at Great Dorset Steam Fair 
 
A market trader working on a stall at the Great Dorset Steam Fair has been prosecuted and jailed 
for 8 months, after trading standards officers made a massive seizure of counterfeit clothing and 
footwear. Over 4500 items were taken in the biggest ever seizure of counterfeit goods in the 
county. 
 
On 18 April 2008, as a result of a prosecution brought by Dorset County Council’s Trading 
Standards Service, Shafiq Hussain (Aged 31 of Thornfield Road, Birmingham) was sentenced to 
eight months imprisonment. Hussain was working with another man at the Steam Fair, 
Mohammed Asim Khan (Aged 21 of Washwood Heath Road, Birmingham). Khan was also 
prosecuted and sentenced to six months imprisonment, suspended for 12 months.                            
 
Khan and Hussain had, at an earlier hearing on 10 January 2008 at Weymouth Magistrates’ 
Court, each pleaded guilty to nine offences under the Trade Marks Act 1994 of possessing 
counterfeit clothing for sale, and one offence of exposing counterfeit goods for sale at the Great 
Dorset Steam Fair, at Tarrant Hinton near Blandford back in September 2006. Having listened to 
the guilty pleas and circumstances of the case Weymouth Magistrates had commited the cases to 
Crown Court for sentencing. 
 
The 4533 items seized from Khan and Hussain, by trading standards officers assisted by Dorset 
Police, included a wide variety of illegal copies of branded clothes including ‘Prada’ shoes; 
‘Timberland’ tracksuits; ‘Dolce & Gabana’ jackets, ‘Henri-Lloyd’ jumpers, and Lacoste jackets and 
training shoes. The cost of the stock seized was estimated at around £50,000 which could have 
been sold for upwards of £100,000. 
 
All the goods seized had been confirmed as being counterfeit by trade mark holders and a 
forfeiture order was made for the 50 items remaining in the possession of the Trading Standards 
Service. The majority of the items seized had previously, with the agreement of the defendants, 
been disposed of. The counterfeit clothing was either reworked or recycled as part of a project led 
by an International Aid charity, His Church.    
 
The court heard how officers asking questions at the stall were told that the goods were genuine 
and had come from a  ‘returns company’, and some direct from Lacoste. 
 
Ivan Hancock, Divisional Trading Standards Manager for Dorset County Council said: 

“While consumers need to be on guard against being ripped off, we need to remind people that 
the sale of counterfeit goods can undermine local retailers and support wider criminal activity. The 
darker side of counterfeiting must not be forgotten, and ultimately local consumers buying these 
goods are inadvertently fuelling the problem.” 

 “Counterfeiting is effectively stealing the designs and ideas of others and it is now viewed more 
widely as a serious organised crime. Those producing illegal fakes have been found to be 
laundering their profits to fund other crimes, including drugs smuggling and even terrorism. Even 
at a basic economic level honest local retailers and market traders are facing unfair competition 
from traders in illegal copies. Transactions in counterfeit goods lead to huge lost revenues in VAT 
and other taxes which could provide funds for schools and hospitals.” 
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Notes for editors 

1. For further information, contact Ivan Hancock or Paul Carter (Divisional Trading Standards 
Managers) on 01305 224852. 

2. Examples of the counterfeit goods seized and used in the prosecution evidence are 
available for photographing if required, on the above number. 

3. Dorset County Council, through the work of its Trading Standards Service has a duty to 
enforce the Trade Marks Act 1994. Under this Act a criminal offence can be committed if 
any person sells, exposes for sale, or even possesses for sale any counterfeit goods.  

4. To make a complaint about goods and services purchased consumers can call Consumer 
Direct 08454 04 05 06. Consumer Direct is the first point of contact for consumer advice 
and complaints requiring investigation are passed to the Trading Standards Service for 
action locally. 

5. More information on the work of the Trading Standards Service in Dorset is available 
online at www.dorsetforyoucom/tradingstandards. 


