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Van seized from counterfeiter handed to charity 
 
A van used by a West Midlands based counterfeiter to trade in has been handed 
over to a national charity, Powys County Council has announced. 
 
The council's Trading Standards Service has donated the van to the charity His 
Church.  The counterfeiter was forced to hand over his van following the Service's 
first ever Proceeds of Crime action. 
 
The Huntington based charity, which work with Trading Standards across Britain 
turning counterfeit goods into humanitarian aid for those suffering from poverty in 
Eastern Europe and Africa, will use the van in Africa. 
 
The council's Trading Standards Service continues to conduct a range of operations 
often with suspects being arrested. 
 
Cllr Graham Brown, board member responsible for Public Protection, said: "We're 
pleased that we can help needy causes in this way.  We have found an organisation 
that is able to recycle these items and ensure that they are put to good use. 
 
"It's pleasing that some good comes out of this important enforcement work.  This is 
also the first vehicle that we have handed over and it's exciting to believe that it will 
be used for good causes." 
 
Clive Jones, the council's Principal Trading Standards Officer with responsibility for 
Special Investigations, said: "Taking goods off traders is one thing but seizing their 
vans really puts across the message that we will stop them. 
 
"Operations over the last six months have meant that goods with considerable value 
have been seized and it's appropriate that we take action again against these 
organisations and show them that they will lose everything. 
 
"These items have been the subject of prosecutions and forfeited by local courts.  
Anyone wishing to report someone selling counterfeit goods can report it to our 
service or to Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111." 
 
For more information contact your local Trading Standards office: 
 
For more information on the council's Trading Standards Service then contact Brecon 
01874 623420; Llandrindod Wells 01597 826032; Newtown 01686 617524, email 
trading.standards@powys.gov.uk or visit www.powys.gov.uk/tradingstandards 
 
ENDS 
 
Photo caption:  Clive Jones hands over the keys to the van to Roland Warren of His 
Church charity. Also pictured is Ken Yorston, the council's Trading Standards 
Manager. 
 



Notes for editors 
 
Proceeds of Crime and Money Laundering 
 
Proceeds of crime are exactly that - the profit resulting from someone's involvement 
in criminal conduct. Money laundering is the process by which 'dirty' money from the 
proceeds of criminal conduct is 'cleaned' so that it looks like it comes from a 
legitimate source. 
 
The Law 
 
The Proceeds of Crime Act 2002 contains the money laundering offences. The act 
criminalises the use of criminal property obtained from criminal conduct. Criminal 
property is property which represents profit from criminal conduct. It includes money, 
shares and any property. Examples are the proceeds of tax evasion, the receipt of a 
bribe and benefits to a business from failing to comply with the law. A less obvious 
example is the profit from Criminal conduct is conduct which is a crime in the UK, or 
would be if committed there. 
 
It is an offence to conceal, convert, disguise or transfer criminal property or to use or 
possess criminal property. This means that anyone who has come into contact with 
the proceeds of crime (whether knowingly or not) may be committing an offence. 
 
Knowingly entering into an arrangement which helps another to control criminal 
property is also an offence. 
 
Someone can get a defence to any money laundering charges by informing the 
police or the suspicious transaction they have gotten themselves involved in. 
 
The maximum sentence for the money laundering offences is 14 years in jail. The 
starting point is determined according to a number of factors. The amount of money 
involved is an important one. The seriousness of the offence increases as the 
amount of money involved increases. 
 
The proceedings were designed to penalise those who lead criminal lifestyles but 
escape criminal conviction. These can be either on a civil or criminal basis. The 
proceedings have the aim of recovering all the profit from a criminal enterprise. 
 
Proceedings will be on a civil basis where someone has had items seized by the 
police because they suspect them to be the proceeds of crime. No criminal charges 
need be brought. Something might be seized by police after an arrest or when 
carrying out a warrant. 
 
When someone is convicted of any criminal offence, proceedings will be on a 
criminal basis. There is also the potential for new money laundering charges to be 
brought. This is because the 'criminal conduct' element is much easier to prove after 
conviction. 
 
At the hearing, the main question to be addressed is whether someone had a 
criminal lifestyle. Once all evidence has been put forward the judge will make his 
decision. If the judge decides someone to have had a criminal lifestyle, then a sum 
representing all the profit from this lifestyle can be ordered to be paid into court.  
 
 
 



If the judge cannot decide this, then in criminal proceedings a sum representing only 
the profit from the crime someone has been convicted of is ordered to be paid. 
 
In either situation, all assets which are criminal property and represent the profit from 
crime may be seized. 
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A man who was prosecuted for selling counterfeit clothing at markets in Powys has had the 
vehicle he traded in taken away from him, Powys County Council has announced. 
  
The council’s Trading Standards Service has conducted their first Proceeds of Crime hearing 
against West Midlands based counterfeiter Isran Khan. 
  
In action taken by trading standards officers against Khan for possessing counterfeit goods in 
markets in Powys, he was sentenced on 10 April 2008 at Mold Crown Court to six months 
imprisonment, suspended for two years with supervision, and 250 hours of unpaid work. 
  
Following this prosecution, the council’s Trading Standards Service then set a timetable for a 
financial investigation with a view to Confiscation proceedings under the Proceeds of Crime 
Act 2002. 
  
Khan appeared before Judge John Rogers, sitting in Caernarfon Crown Court on Friday 16 
January 2009, who made an order that the benefit of Khan’s general criminal conduct from 
selling counterfeit goods amounted to £21,765. 
  
At a previous hearing, held at Mold Crown Court on 11 December 2008, the court had heard 
evidence from the defendant Khan and Naheeda Parveen and determined that Khan has a 
beneficial interest in a property situated in Walsall, equal to 50 per cent of the value of the 
property. 
  
It was also recorded that the court found that the purported disposition of the said property 
was a tainted gift within the meaning of Section 9(1)(b) and 77 of the Proceeds of Crime Act 
2002. The property was valued on 13 January 2009 at £75,000 with an outstanding mortgage 
of £74,945, this being a valuation that had reduced some £25,000 over the recent months. 
  
Due to the lack of assets of the defendant and his current unemployment, the Order did not 
include payment of the criminal benefit figure but the council could seek this once the property 
market recovered. 
  
Judge Rogers ordered the following items be forfeit and be disposed of at the discretion of 
Powys County Council: 
  
- All fake items seized by the prosecution 
- The Ford Transit vehicle 
- The satellite navigation system seized together with the aforementioned vehicle 
- All documentary exhibits. 
  
Cllr Graham Brown, board member responsible for public protection, said: “This is a warning 
to rogue traders who rip off our consumers and try to take monies out of our communities, 
particularly in times of the credit crunch, and also an example to legitimate businesses that 
we prioritise our resources to take out the bad traders and take their assets. 
  
Clive Jones, the council’s Principal Trading Standards Officer and Head of Special 
Investigations, said: “Other cases are being processed through the courts which will 
demonstrate that proceeds of crime is a tool to really hurt the criminals. 
  
“In this case we will look to recover all the criminal benefit in the near future and interest on 
top once the assets of the defendant become available.  Effectively this charge will sit on this 
person until we decide to collect it.” 
  
ENDS 


