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CHURCH STREET TRADERS PROSECUTED FOR SELLING FAKES 
Westminster Magistrates Court -  2 April 2009 

 

Two Church Street traders selling fake brand goods including, Ralph Lauren, Adidas, 
Armani and Nike clothing has been prosecuted by Westminster City Council and face 
a total of 240 hours community punishment order and ordered to pay costs of 
£2352.88. 
 
Steven Lewis and Janet McCubbin were caught by Westminster’s Trading Standards 
Officers with more than 441 counterfeit goods on Lewis’ stall in Church Street as part 
of Operation Scrooge. 
 
Steven Lewis, 54, of Bourne Court, and Ms Janet McCubbin, 48, Fendon Road, 
London W1 pleaded guilty to 6 offences each under the Trade Marks Act 1994 at City 
of Westminster Magistrates Court on 2nd April 2009.   The sentencing was adjourned 
until 23rd April 2009 to hear probation reports.  Lewis was sentenced to 120 hours 
community punishment and ordered to pay £1,852.88 in court costs.  Ms McCubbin, 
of Saltram Crescent, London W1 was sentenced to 120 hours community 
punishment and ordered to pay £500 in court costs.  All of the goods were forfeited 
for destruction. 
 
The court heard that the traders paid £1,000 for the goods from a stall holder at 
Wembley Market to sell at Church Street Market. They would have been sold for 
sunstantially more than that. The traders failed to update the Service when they 
moved homes during the investigation and therefore had arrest warrants issued for 
them.  
 
The District Judge, who sentenced Lewis and McCubbin said these offences were 
“very serious and he was causing serious harm to the economy by pedalling these 
goods.  This was a large amount of goods with substantial value”.   They were both 
told that if they failed to complete their community punishment order, they could be 
sent to jail. 
 
Sue Jones, Operations Manager for Trading Standards, said, “There is now a 
marked improvement in Church Street Market following the seizure of their goods 
and the prosecution of these traders. They were key players in the sale of  counterfeit 
goods in the area.”   
  
The council is also allowed to destroy or recycle, where practicable, all the fake 
goods seized during the raid. 
 
The council has a successful track record of prosecuting unscrupulous traders who 
sell fakes. 
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Notes to editors: 
 
For more information contact Giles Speid at Westminster Trading Standards on 020 
7641 2698. 
 
Westminster Trading Standards Officers raided Steven Lewis and Ms Mary 
McCubbin’s stall in December 2007 as part of a wider Operation Scrooge to rid the 
West End of fakes in the run up to Christmas. 
 
Westminster City Council holds a prestigious national award from the Anti-
Counterfeiting Group (ACG) for its actions against rogue traders selling designer fake 
goods in London. 
 


