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Wendy Fair Markets 

St Albans Crown Court/Court of Appeal 
July 2007- October 2008 

 
Money laundering charges against market organisers 

Prosecution of market traders for selling fakes  
 
16 October 2008 
The appeal was heard in the Court of Appeal Criminal Division against the 
convictions of the two Directors of Wendy Fair Markets, and was allowed on the 
grounds that the Crown Court judge failed to direct the jury properly in his summing 
up. There was no challenge to the evidence or to the basis for the prosecution case.  
Unfortunately this leaves in limbo the issue of market organisers' responsibility for the 
sale of counterfeit goods, and Bovingdon Market continues to be a problem,  Also, 
market organisers are being advised not to co-operate in trying to agree codes of 
conduct which would help all parties to stamp out the problem.  Link to Court of 
Appeal decision    
 
April 2008 
Leave to appeal against their convictions in St Alban's Crown Court was granted to 
Wendy Fair Markets and its two Directors, Sally Ward and Nick Hobday.  All other 
information about the appeal remained confidential at that time.  (The confiscation 
hearing fixed for September was postponed until after the appeal had been heard.) 
 
18 March 2008 
Asset recovery proceedings in the St Albans Crown Court concluded against 
convicted market traders Alan and Karen Birmingham, and they were ordered  to 
repay £100,000 each, with six months to pay as it would entail selling the family 
home.   The offences involved illegal trading at Bovingdon Market, Hertfordshire, with 
stocks of fake CDs, DVDs and software found at their Bedfordshire home, along with 
a mini-duplicating factory. 
  
10 March 2008 
The asset recovery hearing gainst the two Directors of Bovingdon Market's 
organisers (Wendy Fair Markets) resulted in a negotiated agreement of £250,000, 
with another £50,000 costs.  The £250,000 was paid into a holding account pending 
the outcome of the appeal, and sentencing of the directors Nick Hobday and Sally 
Ward would also be decided after that. 
 
Early September 07 
Three traders got fines or a community order, but the directors of Wendy Fair 
remained to be sentenced - awaiting the outcome of confiscation proceedings. The 
three sentenced were: Jones: no fine; £750 costs; forfeiture order; community order 
80hrs; Richards: fine £750; costs £1500; forfeiture order; Grainger: fine £1000; costs 
£2500  (he had been cautioned in 2002 for fake clothing ) 
 
July 2007 
The court held that 'turning a blind eye' to the sale of fakes made the company and 
its Directors guilty of money-laundering; the company netted over £1million in just six 
months, between May and November 2005, from licensing stallholders, many 
of whom openly sold counterfeit goods.   Link to news item on the BBC website: 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/6916027.stm 
  


